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Making the Right Choice  

Predicted Grades:

You need to have a realistic view of your predicted grades. These will guide you in your choices of where to apply. 

	A2 Subject
	Predicted Grade 
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Initial Ideas:

The entry requirements for each course are in the UCAS search tool listed on www.ucas.com. 

This will give you an idea of what grades will probably be required in A level exams and/or BTEC courses. It will also tell you if certain subjects will not be counted, or if there are other requirements

You should choose universities with a range of entry requirements so if your grades are better or lower than predicted, you are still likely to have a chance of a place. Consider universities within the top, middle and bottom of your range. 
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Finding the Right Course 
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Find a course which matches your interests, career aspirations and talents

There is no one course that suits everyone, so we know how important it is to find the right one for you. The best way to decide what you would like to study is to ask yourself the following questions.

· Which subjects interest me?

· What are my talents?

· What job would I like to do after university or college?

· Which academic skills would I like to improve?

Other things to consider:

1. What exactly is studied throughout the course? A course in ecology, for example, might deal with conservation and 'green' issues. In addition many ecology courses cover the scientific study of the interaction between living organisms and their environments. Conservation issues may only be peripheral. Language courses vary considerably, from those concerned largely with literature to those which concentrate on translation, culture and contemporary area studies. Psychology is another subject, which can vary depending on whether the course focuses on the social or the scientific end of the subject.

2. What motivates you? You will spend a large proportion of three to six years immersed in the subject and that will be hard work if you find it boring. You will probably be more motivated and perform better if you are excited about your subject.

3. What is your strongest AS Level? Which part of your BTEC course do you enjoy the most? 

4. What are the entry requirements for the course? Are they realistic for you?

5. Are there specific qualifications you need for your future career? For many professional subjects, such as engineering, psychology or architecture, the course may be accredited by a professional body or institute.
6. Higher education does not mean studying for a degree. What other qualifications are available?

7. Where can you study this course? Use the UCAS website and Unistats websites to research subjects and universities. 

8. Would you like to study a combination of courses (Dual, Joint or Combined Honours courses)? How much time would you like to spend on each subject? Use course search on the UCAS website to see what your options are. 

9. What do graduates do after studying that course? What are the employment prospects?

10. Would you like to study abroad? Is there a possibility to take time away from the university on a work placement or year abroad?  Can you extend the course to four or five years to obtain a Master's degree (common for engineering and some science courses)? 

11. Do you need to consider a foundation course? These foundation courses vary somewhat in nature and entry requirements. Some are essentially a conversion course for students who have the 'wrong' subjects in their examinations and will expect the same or a similar standard for entry as the courses they lead on to (though key subjects for direct entry will not be required). Others are designed to take students who have performed below the normal entry requirements for a course to bring them up to speed. These courses will often have lower entry requirements.

12. How long is the course or until you can pursue your career? Five years of medicine or six of architecture will qualify you to start work as a doctor or an architect (though in both cases there are further hurdles before full qualification). However, three years of law does not qualify you to be a lawyer. You must undertake further training (often at your own expense) before you can work as a barrister or a solicitor. In the case of engineering, a four-year MEng course will give you maximum credit towards the status of Chartered Engineer, but if you take a BEng course you may have to undertake further study after you have finished. Other BEng Engineering graduates progress well in their careers without the MEng element.

13. How is the course structured or assessed? Some courses will make more use than others of particular teaching methods, such as tutorials, computer-assisted learning or dissertations (large projects). If you are not good in formal exam situations, you may want a course with a lot of continuous assessment.

Finding the Right University 
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There are lots of universities and colleges to choose from, so think about where you'll be happy.

· Would you like to be close to home or live in a different part of the country? Think about what you want - each place will offer something different.

· Before applying, research the university and its location.

· Speak to friends, family, advisers and the university itself for advice, but make sure the final decision is yours.

Other things to consider:

Choice of subject and type of course:

· If you want to study veterinary science, there are only seven places you can go in the UK.
· If you want to study Burmese, there is only one (it's SOAS, the School of Oriental and African Studies).
· For many, though, particularly if you are interested in one of the major subjects such as English, chemistry, law or mechanical engineering, there may be 30 or more similar courses so do your homework.
The Location: 

· How far is it from home?

· Do you want to find the cheapest way of going to university? 

· Is it in the city-centre or several miles outside? 

· Is the university in a well-lit suburban area or in a less desirable and possibly less safe part of town? 

· What facilities are there in the town/city?

· Is the cost of living in that area significant to you?

Type of university: 

· Is it an older or newer university?

· Does it offer traditional or more vocational courses?

· What size is it? Universities vary greatly in size, from fewer than 2,000 students to over 30,000.

· Is it divided into colleges?

Quality and Reputation: 

· Where is it in the main university league table?

· How does that subject compare with other universities in the subject league tables?

· What are the findings from the national student survey? 

· What are the entry requirements for that university course? 

· For information and impartial advice visit The Complete University Guide.
The facilities: 

· Is there an accommodation guarantee for first-year students? What about later years?

· If you have any particular needs, are they going to be catered for?

· Is there availability for part-time work?

· Do they offer the clubs/leisure activities/societies that you are interested in pursuing?

The cost: 

· What are their tuition fees? 

· Are you eligible for any of their scholarship funds? 

· What bursaries are available?

Many universities supply this type of detail in their prospectus and on their website.

Making the Decision:

1. Compile a short list of possible universities

2. The first sources of information will be the undergraduate prospectus, website and app.

3. Entry requirements, check University & College Entrance: the Official UCAS Guide or the entry profiles on the UCAS website.

4. Other sources of information: What Uni? The Guardian University Guide,  Unistats, Times Higher Education 
5. A personal visit, open day is a MUST!
Short list:

There are plenty of other factors in getting the choice right. How do your universities rank against each other?

You can choose up to five courses. There’s no preference order and your universities/colleges won’t see where else you’ve applied until after you reply to any offers you get.

Choice 1:



	Fees 


	% Graduate Job 
	% Assessed by exam 

	% Assessed by coursework 

	Accommodation costs 

	Average starting salary 
	Position in Guardian League table

	Student satisfaction 

	Distance from home 

	
	
	


Choice 2:



	Fees 


	% Graduate Job 
	% Assessed by exam 

	% Assessed by coursework 

	Accommodation costs 

	Average starting salary 
	Position in Guardian League table

	Student satisfaction 

	Distance from home 


	
	
	


Choice 3:



	Fees 


	% Graduate Job 
	% Assessed by exam 

	% Assessed by coursework 

	Accommodation costs 

	Average starting salary 
	Position in Guardian League table

	Student satisfaction 

	Distance from home 


	
	
	


Choice 4:



	Fees 


	% Graduate Job 
	% Assessed by exam 

	% Assessed by coursework 

	Accommodation costs 

	Average starting salary 
	Position in Guardian League table

	Student satisfaction 

	Distance from home 


	
	
	


Choice 5:



	Fees 


	% Graduate Job 
	% Assessed by exam 

	% Assessed by coursework 

	Accommodation costs 

	Average starting salary 
	Position in Guardian League table

	Student satisfaction 

	Distance from home 
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