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Letter from the Head
LETTER FROM THE HEAD TEACHER
The last of the Christmas shoe boxes filled for charity have been dispatched, The
Sixth form Fun Run has been run and hampers sent to St Vincent de Paul, and our
Children in Need money sent to Pudsey – just some of the many charitable acts the
students have completed this term. At St Thomas More we try to nurture a regard
for others, a global awareness of less developed countries, and an active interest in
children whose daily plights are heart-rending, by collecting money and donating gifts. The
students have been amazing, no doubt ‘sponsored’ by bank of mum, dad/carer. Mufti Days and
cake sales also played their part. Well done to all Year Groups, your generosity of spirit is noted –
helping others is what we are about.
November 11th itself saw our annual playing the Last Post on the steps outside the main
reception area as the school paused in prayer at 11:00am. Assemblies revolved around the theme
of Remembrance and displays around school served as a reminder of those who gave their lives for
us. All events were pulled together in a display in our Remembrance garden that could not fail
to stop you as you journeyed through the main route up to reception, where the brilliance of the
redness of the poppies stopped you in your tracks.
The annual Awards Evening in October (thanks go to Miss Perry for her usual excellent
organisation of this event), celebrated the academic achievements of last year. Our guest speaker
was Olympic Gold Medallist Beth Tweddle, who spoke excellently with an aspirational speech on
setting your goals high and the work needed behind any success – a timely message for Year 11s
who have just entered their first Mock Exam as I sit typing this.
Many trips have taken place, enriching the curriculum of the students, and for Year 10, 11 and
Sixth Form we have introduced a series of Career talks based around very specific pathways in
to professions like Law, Medicine and so on. What has been lovely about this is that most have
been run by ex-STM students who are keen to share their stories, routes in to careers, university
applications and so on with the next generation. Should any parents feel that they can offer hour/
two hour slots for us at any point of a day to talk about their own jobs, what a typical day entails,
we would more than welcome you. Police, builders, nurses, sports physiotherapists, journalists . . .
all are welcome – do just drop me an email.
And now, Advent. A time of waiting. A time of patience. A time of wonder. As the Advent
candles light the dark days of December, we pause in our daily reflections to remember the
true meaning of Christmas. Advent asks us to meditate on what it means for us to know Jesus
personally as someone who shares our humanity to the full. In the rush of the school/work day,
this is sometimes forgotten. So, I close wishing you all a peaceful and holy Christmas.
With blessings,

Alison T Wilshaw
Ensure that Faith is lived,
taught and celebrated
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More News
ATTENDANCE
and PUNCTUALITY
As a school we place great importance on attendance and punctuality
as these have a real impact on the attainment of all students.

Incredible
success for

St Thomas More…

We are therefore asking for the continued support of all our parents
and carers in working towards having no lateness to school each day
and the lowest possible absence rate. We have been set a school
target of 97%.

We are top of the Bedford
league tables for Progress 8!

We acknowledge that the majority of our students have excellent
records of attendance and punctuality. However, for a small minority
this is not the case and therefore the following procedures have been
put in place:

Progress 8 measures the progress of all
students from every school in England
from Year 6 through to GCSE and we are
delighted that STM secured the top spot in
Bedford. St Thomas More also has the best
progress results of our Diocese.

•

Students falling below 92% attendance will be discussed with the
Education Welfare Officer

•

Students falling below 90% attendance will have an Attendance
Plan

•

The school will not sanction any holidays in school time as directed
by the Department of Education

•

Students who are late to school will have a phone call home

•

 tudents with more than 3 lates will have an after school detention
S
with their Progress Coordinator

•

Failure to attend the after school detention or continued lateness
will result in a Senior Management detention

20
17

The national picture is equally as exciting
putting STM in the top 5% of the 6382
schools listed!

A massive Well Done to all of
the school community

There is a REWARDS system in place for those students who have
good and improved attendance and punctuality.
If you have any queries about attendance then please contact
Mr. Hopkins, Assitant Headteacher.

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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6th Form Update
First Aid

Our 6th Form
volunteers are hard
at work turning some
unused space into a
wonderful garden!

Congratulations to the following
students who all completed a 1st Aid
Course in November:
Joseph Camino, Jack Faulkner, Marco
Lavita, Martha Musonda, Dom Palmieri,
Tom Robertson, Fiona Swift, Jack Wawryn,
Wiktoria Sienkiewicz, Marley Thompson,
Daria Szmitka, Linda Scaramella, Giuseppe
Fragapane, Isaiah Bhatti, Roisin Hickey,
Deborah Addai, Noel Biju, Deborah
Nugloze, Jonelle Nathan, Harry Corcoran,
Shyonai Ashby, Muslimah Meah, Chantelle
Mawere, Vrja Patel, Bartolomeo Ziccardi,
Ancella Nyincho, Daphen Lou Valena, Alex
Damiano, Rachele Mensah.

If you have any tools,
plants or seeds you
can donate to this
wonderful project,
please let Mrs Bennett
know by emailing
cbennett@stm.beds.
sch.uk
Thank you

6th Form Volunteering Opportunities

6 th Form Dress Code

We are thrilled that so many of our 6th
Form community have embraced the
opportunity to complete at least 1 hour
of enrichment each week. Students are
involved in many projects both within
school and in the wider community.
Those students who have taken on
leadership roles such as Peer Mentor
for YR11 students, Literacy Leader or
Duty Leader are making a valuable
contribution to the positive ethos of
our school and are fine role models
for students in lower school years. This
year, 6th formers have extended our
support to St John Rigby and are also
supporting Scott Lower and Brickhill
Lower School on a Wednesday afternoon.
We are proud of the involvement that
our students have had with projects
organised by the National Citizen Service,
CAFOD and Young Enterprise as they
are making a difference to the lives of
others and gaining lifelong skills which
will make them more ‘marketable’ when
making future higher education and
apprenticeship applications.

“How you present yourself makes a difference”
The way that you dress is important and the
way that you dress reflects the respect that you
have for yourself and also the respect that you
have for the community in which you learn
and work.  Therefore, as a 6th Form student
you should be dressed suitably as if going to a
place of formal work.

cu

As a young adult you are encouraged to be
stylish but the following are suggested to
enable you to be stylish yet “clean, smart and
presentable” and therefore maintain your
status as a role model to the younger
pupils in the school.
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It has been a busy Autumn
term with many YR13 students
making applications to Higher
Education. This year, we had
nine early entrants, four for
Oxbridge and five for Medicine.
We have had visits from
representatives at the University
of Bedfordshire who have
been sharing their top tips on
how to produce an excellent
personal statement. A few of
our students were also invited
to Bedford Girls School for
an Oxbridge mock interview
evening. It is important
that students make realistic
choices when deciding which
Universities to apply to and
that they consider carefully the
entry requirements of each of
the Universities. Tutors have
been supporting students and
offering their guidance through
this important process.

A polite reminder that ripped
jeans are not part of the
6th Form dress code
and students are not
conforming to our
expectations
should they
wear them.

UCAS deadline for
applications: 15th January
2017

Easter Egg
Raffle

t

Tickets for the raffle will be
available from 13th March 2017

co
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Easter raffle draw 31st March

6th Form Update
6th form head boy
interview

6th form head
girl interview

Tell me a bit about yourself?
Hi my name is Michael Sinha. I am currently in YR13
at St Thomas More studying Maths, Further Maths and Physics. I enjoy
playing cricket, doing karate and being part of the car team. I am hoping
to go to University next year to study Aerospace Engineering.

Tell me a bit about yourself?
Hi, my name is Pelin Morgan and I’m a YR13
student in the 6th Form here at St Thomas More. As well as
studying English, History and RS, I represent the school in the
role of Head Girl.

What made you want to be Head Boy?
I enjoy taking on leadership responsibilities and the role offered me the
opportunity to represent the school. I knew the role would do the world
of good for me and my confidence equally I thought it could do good
for the school because I do always try to give my best effort for all tasks
asked of me.

What made you want to be Head Girl at St Thomas More?
I’ve got so much out of my time at the school and the
support and encouragement of other students and teachers
has always been important. Head Girl seemed like the perfect
opportunity to get involved and give something back.

What does your role as Head Boy consist of?
I have had the chance to speak at events the main message I have
been able to get across is how lucky we are as STM students and also
to tell prospective students about our particularly special school. As
a team (myself, the Head Girl and the Deputies) we are also going to
communicate with the school to hopefully make sure all pupils are able
to achieve good results but also be happy and healthy. We are currently
looking at ways to do this and we hope to begin making them a reality
soon.
Parents are going to be reading this - is there anything you want to
tell them?
You are very lucky to have your child at STM. We often don’t recognise
how special our school is. The community we have created is unlike any
other. You can relax in the knowledge that your child will be safe, happy
and will have the opportunity to achieve at any level they challenge
themselves to achieve at. Also thank you for reading this edition of More
News and for making it this far through the interview!
What has been your most memorable moment at St Thomas More?
It would have to be the Greenpower Rockingham National Finals
2015 with the car team. We achieved the team’s best ever finish of
36th internationally. It was a huge win for the team because we were
expecting a much lower result. Part of the magic came from how
close the team was and how happy we all were about the finish. Other
memorable moments include YR11 prom, the CERN trip and the 6th form
fun-runs. It’s not very often you get to see Superman running alongside
Freddie Mercury.
When you move on from STM, what mark do you hope to leave?
I’m not quite deluded enough to see myself as someone for all our
students to aspire to be but if they can use the school to find what
excites them for education, that will be huge. If I can leave the school
with a successful new car design for Mr Prudden’s team, that would be
great too.
What is your favourite quote?
Dojo Kun is essentially a list of character traits people who study
karate should strive to have. “Seek perfection of character, be faithful,
endeavour, respect others, refrain from violent behaviour”. They are very
important to me because they give you a set of instructions of how to be
a good person throughout your life. But also as a lover of comedy “what
have the Romans ever done for us?” is timeless.
What does the future hold for you?
Hopefully my future holds a successful career in Aerospace Engineering
and plenty of fun. Silly jokes and good times would be perfect for me. If
I could also continue with cricket, karate and being part of a motorsport
team then that would all be a bonus.

What does your role as Head Girl consist of?
The 6h Form leadership team – me, Michael, Amr and Ellie –
have visited middle schools and attended open evenings at
St Thomas More and within the federation, giving speeches
and talking to current and prospective pupils. It’s always
lovely to meet the next generation of students and to share
our own experiences but our most important role is to act as
a link between the students and the Senior Leadership Team
as a way for all students  to get your voice heard – so please
approach us!
What has been your most memorable moment at STM?
Going on an expedition to Morocco in YR10 has got to be
one of the most incredible experiences I’ve ever had but I
also love the times that we get together as a year or a school,
like the 6th Form fun run last week – to see everyone dressed
up and making an effort for a good cause was amazing and
some of the costumes were certainly ‘memorable’.
Parents are going to be reading this, is there anything
you want to tell them?
That every student here is valued and every achievement
celebrated. School can be a stressful time - especially during
GCSE and A Level years - but we have a really supportive
community at St Thomas More and in my experience that
makes a huge difference.
When you move on from STM, what mark do you hope
to leave?
I think our year group as a whole will leave with a lot of
happy memories and strong friendships and I’m proud to be
a part of that. I wouldn’t necessarily want to leave a ‘mark,’
because I think it’s important that each student makes the
journey through the school their own.
What is your favourite quote?
That’s hard, I suppose I’d have to say “there is nothing either
good or bad, but thinking makes it so.” Sometimes it’s
really useful to remind yourself that things don’t have to be
negative or positive and that you can see an opportunity in
anything if you look hard enough.
What does the future hold for you?
I’m currently applying to study English at University (and
waiting anxiously on offers!) Hopefully I’ll be able to get
involved with writing and theatre, and if I’m lucky maybe
even make a career out of it.

Pelin Morgan, Head Girl

Michael Sinha, Head Boy
St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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Year Group Updates
yr7&8
I am delighted at how well YR7&8 have settled in and how hard they are all working. They are giving their all in every
subject which is reflected in the number of positive behaviour points that have been awarded during this first term
and the feedback from their subject tutors. Their mature approach to school life is clearly evident both in the way they
conduct themselves in and around school to their work which can be seen on display in the corridors and classrooms.
I am also delighted to see so many students are joining in with extra-curricular clubs and activities as well as making full
use of the chance to complete homework
in the IT suite and Emmaus. There really is
so much to celebrate, well done to you all!
Have a fantastic Christmas everyone and
see you in 2017!

Will be taking place in the New Year!

Miss Millar, YR7&8 Coordinator
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half term (February to March 2017) then…

YR7&8 Film Night
Friday 20th January 2017
Tickets £2.00

ial YR7
You will have earned your place on a very spec

More information
will follow in the New Year!

R CHRISTMAS!

LOOK OUT FOR MORE INFORMATION AFTE

Value and celebrate the
achievements of all

Emmaus

We’re open every day
Mon-Thurs 8.30am - 4.30pm, Fri 8am - 4pm.
If you don’t know where Emmaus is, we’re behind the shelters
(in between the Business X2 and Geography X1 huts).
You can come to us if you need help with/to catch up on
homework or class work, print work, access different resources,
visit our hamster Berry, have fun in our lunch time Games
club...or just come down to have a chat!
This is also where students come for Isolation and some exams,
as well as a chat with the Careers adviser and every Thursday.
The school nurse is here too!
Homework club is open every day from 8:30am, break,
lunchtime and after school until 4:30pm Mon-Thurs
and until 4pm on Friday.
You can receive support with any class/home
work you are finding difficult, access resources,
text books and internet and also print your work.
Games Club is on every lunch
time. Please feel free to join us in X1A
(Geography huts).
You can bring your lunch with you and
have fun playing with friends. Maybe
you’ll learn a new game or even invent
your own!

We look forward to seeing you!
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Year Group Updates
Student Council has its say!

Samaritan’s
Purse Charity

In October, Areed Shahid, Hilda Makamba
and Leonie Brunning (YR9) represented STM
at Bedford Borough’s first ever Pupil Voice
Conference.
Delivered by the Engagement and
Development Team (EDT), Areed, Hilda and
Leonie set to work with students from other
local schools with a common purpose – to
ensure children and young people across
Bedfordshire have their voices heard and
their views counted.
Ideas and suggestions were plentiful and
our team couldn’t wait to come back and
share this with the rest of the Student
Council Team.

The four key areas looked at were:
• Keeping young people healthy
• Children should be seen and not heard
• Hot spots and grot spots (places to go –
good/bad)
• Happy, safe and smiling

YR10 worked extremely hard collecting
items for the Samaritan’s Purse Charity
Shoe Box Appeal…. we delivered 35
in total!!!
Well done to everyone involved.

yr9,10&11

Remembrance 2016

Once again we gathered on the School
steps for Remembrance Day.
Mr Philpot led us in the Last Post and
our Faith Ambassadors from 6th form
shared prayers, readings and reflections.
Finally staff and students walked to our
Remembrance garden where we planted
a display of poppies. In keeping with the
tradition of the Church we also reflected
on our loved ones; the heroes and
heroines in our own lives that have passed
away. Students and
staff continued to
plant poppies as an
act of remembrance
throughout the
month of November
and the History
Department led a
number of reflective
visits to the garden.

Be a witness to the truth of
Christ as we work with our
wider community

Ensure that Faith is lived,
taught and celebrated
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In the Spotlight
awards evening 2016

Britain’s greatest ever female gymnast and
trail blazer, Beth Tweddle MBE, joined us for
our Awards Evening 2016 to recognise the
great achievements of all our prizes winners.
Beth has certainly led the way for future
team GB success as the first British person
to win gymnastics European and World
Championship medals; her impressive
achievements include being an Olympic
Bronze Medallist, a triple World Champion,
a six-time European Champion, a
Commonwealth Champion and seven-times
consecutive National Champion.
Since starting out at the age of seven, Beth
has helped to reinvent British gymnastics and

her achievements place her in the ‘greatest of
all time’ category within her sport.
In 2010, Beth was included in the Queen’s
New Year’s Honours List and received an MBE
for her success, commitment and dedication
to gymnastics.
We were delighted that she was able to
present the awards and share her experiences
and inspirational words on the evening - a
humble champion and true ambassador for
the sport.

Well done to all our prize winners keep up the outstanding progress
and work!

award winners 2016...
English Awards: YR7 Orla Keaveney, YR8 Mia Spinelli,
YR9 Kinga Haremza, YR10 Peace Katamba, YR12
Zannah Lindley. Media: YR10 Emily Wesley, YR12,
Diego Nuccio, ICT: YR7 Orla Keaveney, YR9 Hilda
Makamba, YR10 Amir Darbouche, YR12 ICT Michael
Hill, Y12 Special ICT Award, Ryan Gurney. YR10
Computer Science Award, Chris Leahy. YR7
Achievement Award, Karolina Lucas. YR7 Progress
Award, Tom Frisby. YR8 Achievement Award,
Leonie Brunning. YR8 progress Award, Sally Murphy.
YR9 Performance Award, Josh Brunning. YR9
Progress in Mathematics Award, Patrick Crizzle.
YR10 Performance Award, Zarrin Rahman. YR11
Progress Award, Ayesha Dorani. Best performance
in Mathematics in YR12, Riccardo Mazzeo. Most

8

improved student in YR12, Charles Mbanje. YR10
Business Award, Elsa Iacono. ALevel Business
Award, Rebecca Broughton. BTEC Subsidiary
Diploma Award, Lorena Vara. BTEC Diploma Award,
Fahima Rima. Business Special Award, Olivia Peters.
LRC Awards: YR7 Dalu Alozie, Murad Ali, Karolina
Lucas, YR8 Paloma Christy-Ramos and Paulina
Kaczalek, YR9 Caitlyn McEwan, Josh Brunning, YR10
Sasha Foley, Kate Foley, YR12 Sabrina Vasso, Ayman
Darbouche. Science Awards: YR7 Karolina Lucas,
YR8 Leonie Brunning, YR9 Kinga Haremza, YR10 Amy
Miller, YR12 Cai Keighley. The Krys Hawkins Special
Award for Science goes to James Lang. History
Awards: YR7 Orla Keaveney, YR9 Tolga Eskici, YR10
Ayesha Dorani, Special Prize awarded to Zannah

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

Lindley. RE Awards: YR7 Ethan Horsman, YR8
Areeb Shahid, YR9 Solomon McKiernan, YR10 Amy
Miller, YR12 Zannah Lindley. Geography Awards:
YR7 Ethan Horsman, YR8 Areeb Shahid, YR9 Kinga
Haremza, Special Award to Olivia Andrzejewska,
YR10 Erin Jackson, YR10 Special Award to Caolan
Grennan. 6th Form Geography Award winner:
YR12 Amr Badawy. Modern Foreign Languages
Awards: YR7 Orla Keaveney, YR8 Leonie Brunning,
YR9 Kristina Grisina, YR10, Sasha Foley, YR12
Christopher Young. EAL: YR9, Wiktoria Bednarska,
YR10, Natasha Raro, Special Award - Polish YR9
Kinga Haremza, YR10 Jakub Burakowski, YR11 Daria
Szmitka. Emmaus Awards: YR7 Rebecca O’Hare
and Daniel Robertson, YR8 Victoria Starczynowski,

More
Team
In
theRacing
Spotlight
Inspire, challenge and
support one another as we
journey together

YR9 Emma Fadden, Tyron Kang’Ara, YR10 Jordan
Harlow and Chiara Meola, YR12 Michael Hill.
YR10 BTEC Health and Social Care Award, HSC
single, Anna Baldassarre, HSC double, Jamila Aaki,
YR11 first place, Nan Aichantuk. Performing Arts
Special Award, Lucia Carrasco-Menendez and
Anelisa Finn. YR7 Performing Arts Award, Martha
Pacey, YR8 Special Award, Marco Campopiano. YR8
Performing Arts Award, Lily Brandon, YR9 Adriana
Marabese, YR9 Performing Arts special Award,
Diya Bechoo, YR10 Performing Arts Award, Daisy
Smith,YR10 Special Performing Arts Award, Tiziana
Di Placido, YR12 Performing Arts Award, Anna
Baldassarre, YR12 Special Performing Arts Award,
Luke Frederick. YR7 Music Award, Mia Luisa La

Magna, YR8 Lucy Lang, YR9 Abraham Walkling-Lea,
YR10, Zarrin Rahman, YR12, Elisa Gray. Psychology
Prize, Matteo Riccio. Sociology Awards: YR10
Anna Ventrone, YR12, Ashley Powell, The Special
YR12 Sociology Award, Cherith Janes. YR7 Art and
Design Award, Kamila Czumaj, YR8, Michelle Misir,
YR9, Natalia Padikowska. YR9 Graphics Award,
Zuzanna Cwikla, YR10 Art and Design Award, Olivia
Devaney, YR10 Art and Design Award, Chris Leahy,
YR12, Melissa Williams. The Special Art and Design
Prize, Thomas Andrews. YR7 Food Technology
Award, Dalu Alozie, YR8, Hilda Makamba, YR9,
Victoria Cooper, YR10 Nan Aichantuk. YR9 Textile
Award, Fariha Islam, YR10 Hannah Nicol, YR12,
Ancella Nyincho. YR8 Product Design award, Leonie

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

Brunning, YR9, Izzy Lee Roberts, YR10, Rachel Hunt,
YR12, Christopher Young. YR7 Pastoral Award, Dalu
Alozie, YR8, Lucy Lang, YR9, Josh Brunning, YR10,
Richard Laursen. Award for Outstanding GCSE
Results goes jointly to Luca Campopiano and Amy
Rizzo. Award for Outstanding AS Results, Zannah
Lindley, Riccardo Mazzeo and Dario Mongiardi.
Award for Outstanding 6th Form Community
Service, Gwendolyn Mukuze. Sportswoman of the
Year Award, Bethany Lindley. Sportsman of the
Year Award, Arafat Walugembe. Student Mentor
of the Year, Michael Sinha. Head Teacher’s Award,
Luca Campopiano.

Congratulations to all our winners.
9
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Catch up - Revision - Clubs
re
Learning Resource Cent

History
Churchill Club

All year groups welcome for
revision and catch up!
Every Wednesday, in room
13 & 14 from 3.35 to 4.30pm

ool.

Rm T1, 1.40 - 2.20pm
and 3.35 - 5pm

Open to 6th Form durin
g
lesson time for quiet
work & study.

Open to YR’s 7-11
during break & lunch for
homework, computers
& printing,
quiet reading, & lunchtim
e
club activities.

Maths Club

Textiles Workshop
Tuesday, Wednesday an
d
Friday lunchtime and aft
er sch

Learning
Resource Centre

le in the LRC Student Printer availab
code!
don’t forget your print
A4 5p per side
Cost of Black & White 10p per side
(4p if double-sided) A3
)
(8p if double-sided
per side,
Cost of Colour - A4 10p
A3 20p per side.

Maths Club in M6
Open to all year groups
every lunch time 1.35 – 2.10pm
After school on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
3.35 – 4.35pm
Hope to see you there!

R.E.

Catch up and Revision
For YR11
Every Tuesday in
Rm17, 3.35 – 4.35

Science
All year groups welcome for
revision and homework clu
b.
Every Tuesday and Thurs
day
in Lab 6 and Lab 7 from
3.35 – 4.30.

Emmaus

Homework Club

Drama Clubs
Tuesday YR11 Drama Unit 1
monologue practice, 3:35-4:45 Drama Hall
Wednesday 3:35-4:30
Drama Club All Years Drama Hall
Tuesday lunch time Drama Skills Club
YR7&8 in the Drama Studio 1:35-2:15
lead by 6th-form
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For both Indepen
dent and
Supported study.

Every day before
school,
during break and
lunch and after
school till 4.30pm

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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If you would like extra support and do not see your
subject here, please speak to your subject teacher or
look on the notice boards.

Thank you

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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Trips and Activities
CERN Science
in GENEVA

To all of the staff who
organised, supported
and attended every
trip and activity…

We arrived at the airport very early at 5am.
Upon arrival in Geneva, after a short flight,
we explored the city.
Our first stop was visiting a small but
quaint history of science Museum with
engaging demos outside. It was really
interesting to see how different practical
apparatus was developed and produced
through scientific enquiry.
Shortly after, we visited the United Nations
building in the city; there was a multitude
of donated artwork and grand rooms. It
was a privilege to look around a building
of such political prominence.
On our way back to the hostel, we visited
a small spherical church which due to its
architecture appeared to be floating on
water. It was nice to have a quiet reflection
after a busy day of exploring the city.
In the evening, we immersed ourselves
in Swiss culture by visiting a traditional
restaurant. We had a 3-course meal whilst

a folk band entertained us… even Mr
Brown had a go at the Alpine horn!

their research, life at CERN and what they
intend to do after submitting their thesis.

The trip to CERN was the activity for Friday,
here we were educated on the workings
of the colliders and the history of the
organisation; we also ate lunch with some
English PhD students currently working at
CERN. It was fascinating to experience a
large scale scientific research centre which
is world renown. It was particularly useful
to speak to PhD students, we discussed

Our final day started with a guided tour
of the city, learning about the history of
the place. We explored different areas of
the city, ending up with a fantastic view of
the city from the tower of the cathedral.
Before departing Geneva we went on a
boat tour of the lake- looking out onto
stunning views of the mountains, beautiful
architecture of the city and of course the
Jet d’eau.
Overall it was such a fun and interesting
trip and I’d recommend it to anyone
wanting to go on subsequent trips.
Thank you to Mr Brown, Mrs Grimley
and Mrs Bond for giving us such a
wonderful experience!
CERN is the European Organization for Nuclear
Research. The name CERN is derived from
the acronym for the French Conseil Européen
pour la Recherche Nucléaire, a provisional
body founded in 1952 with the mandate of
establishing a world-class fundamental physics
research organization in Europe.
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Trips and Activities
Euro gamer - 2016
On Thursday 22 September 2016, fiftyfive students Computer Science & ICT
students accompanied by six teachers
eagerly clambered on to a coach headed
towards the National Exhibition Centre in
Birmingham to attend the EGX 2016 event.
EGX (previously named Eurogamer
Expo) is a trade fair for video games held
annually in the United Kingdom. NEC in
Birmingham attracts a staggering 75,000
players over four days.
What makes EGX successful is that it
celebrates every aspect of gaming and
the event also supports the UK’s vibrant
indie scene where emerging bedroom
developers showcased their micro budget
games alongside the blockbusters.
On top of that, there was the chance to
hear from international game developers,
with talks throughout the four days and a
jobs fair to help people to get their foot in
the door of this thriving industry.

Back in September a group of IT students
all enjoyed a trip to Eurogamer.
It was the first time I had ever been to this
game convention and it was so good, I
would personally go back again!

EGX is also a tournament space, a retro
arcade and a celebration of gaming
culture with countless merchandise and
memorabilia stands.
The convention had a big focus on Sony
this year with the imminent launch of
the Japanese giant’s PlayStation 4 Pro,
a boosted version of its current console
through the use of 4K and high dynamic
range technology.
Students had the chance to play some
of the most hotly anticipated upcoming
games like ‘Battlefield 1’, ‘Call of Duty:
Infinite Warfare’, ‘Gears of War 4’ and
‘Titanfall 2’ which are likely to outsell many
of biggest releases this Christmas.
There was
even a world
exclusive with
the first play of
‘Dishonored 2’,
Nintendo’s ‘NX’
is said to be a
groundbreaking
hybrid of a
handheld
system and
home console

and Xbox’s ‘Project Scorpio’, billed as the
most powerful console ever created.
The other big focus over the four days
was cosplay (a performance art in which
participants called ‘cosplayers’ wear
costumes and fashion accessories to
represent a specific character taken from
sources such as manga and anime, comic
books and cartoons, video games, and
live-action films and television series).
At the EGX event, students were able
to engage in Virtual Reality ( or VR as
it is known) which refers to computer
technologies such as headsets that use
software to generate realistic images,
sounds and other sensations that replicate
a real environment or create an imaginary
setting and simulate a user’s physical
presence in this environment, by enabling
the user to interact with this space and any
objects depicted. Companies such as Sony
showcased the games such as ‘Resident
Evil 7’ and ‘Farpoint’.

The highlights of the trip playing some of
the latest games that had received a lot
of attention and publicity such as ‘Final
Fantasy 15’, ‘Overwatch’, ‘Call of Duty
Infinite Warfare’, ‘Gears of War 4’ and
‘Destiny: Rise of Iron’. Most, if not all of
the games at the convention were being
played and talked about on a big screen
that was also being recorded so it could be
broadcast on television.
Eurogamer also had a selection of old
games, consoles and computers as well as
a great selection of souvenirs - which all
contributed to a very worthwhile trip!
One suggestion I would make to EGX
would be if they created a second games
area with the same games made available
from another areas, then everyone would
have a better chance at trying out each of
the games.

Michael Hill YR13

Owing to the success and popularity of the
EGX trip, it looks to be a regular feature
on the school’s calendar of enrichment
activities in the future.

Miss T Samudzimu

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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Trips and Activities
and now for the itv News

When ITV Anglia News contacted Miss
Spavins to invite St Thomas More
students back to their studios for
another Open Newsroom day there was
only one answer...YES!!!
A group of 10 Media students from Years
10,11,12 and 13 set off for Norwich bright
and early for our 11am call time. We
started the day by having a go on ITV’s
satellite truck, presenting outside and
transmitting into the gallery which was our
next stop. We watched behind the scenes
in the gallery as the ITV staff recorded
interviews with people in different
locations.
Our next activity was a camerawork and
editing workshop with two ITV staff. The
students settled into these roles well and
were confident in front of the camera and
using the equipment.

The star attraction of the day was getting
to use the ITV Anglia studio to present the
news in their set. We started in front of the
green screen with a tutorial on weather
presenting with Aidan McGivern and our
students really impressed the staff with
their confidence in front of the camera.
Then it was time to sit behind the news
desk and read from the autocue and again,
the students took this this like pros!
After some hands on experience the
day ended with a Q&A with a variety of
staff from ITV including news reader and
journalist Becky Jago. ITV provided an
excellent’ hands on behind the scenes’ day
that really opened our eyes to working in
the media and news and demonstrated
just how multi skilled you have to be to
work in such a changing industry.
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More Music
Battle of the bands
Back in the spring, our fabulous BTEC Music group performed and competed at the Bedfordshire Battle of the Bands at the Stables in
Wavendon, Milton Keynes. They sang “Thinking out Loud” by Edd Sheeran and “I Wish” by Stevie Wonder. Although they did not get
to the final three, many professionals commented on their outstanding performances and
professional attitude when on
and off stage.
A huge well done and thank you
to; Rochelle Blake, Nathaniel Ivy,
Rosie Armitage, Sam Wilthew,
Adam Daisley, Weronika
Bagienska, Gabriel Avellaneda,
Chloe Sansom and Ellen
Stanton, for representing our
school to such a high standard.

Create exciting learning which
enables all to experience
fullness of life

Erica Stevens, Head of Music

Tom Grennan - a rising star
“Tom Grennan is blessed with rare confidence, with
a rare sense of assurance.
There’s something about Tom Grennan’s voice that
truly connects, and that pulls his song writing up to
the next level”
Clash Music Magazine

To us, former pupil Tom has always been a star, ever since he
stepped foot into the drama hall he was expressive, confident in
his approach to all aspects of performance and eager to just jump
onto the stage. It is only fair that we share with you how Tom’s
success has started to take shape, since being signed to Sony in
January his career has gone from strength to strength. The single
‘When It All Goes Wrong’ which is now playing on all major radio
stations across the nation was co-written by Tom and Chase &
Status. It is having remarkable success in the digital download
charts on ITunes, Spotify and Hype going in the charts at No.
1. Early November Tom performed on TV live for the first time,
opening the programme ‘Live with Jools Holland’.
This success doesn’t just happen overnight. Tom has worked
incredibly hard to establish himself as a solo artist in his own
right. Not only has he just graduated from St. Mary’s University
with a degree in Physical Theatre he worked full time most
evenings, whilst studying for his degree, to play the circuit of
pubs and clubs in London sharing his natural talent and love for
singing, song writing and performing.

Tom Grennan topped Hype Machine, made it to No2
on Spotify’s UK Viral chart and No17 in its Global
version. He has an excellent voice that is so, so
reminiscent of Paolo Nutini’s gruff, woozy vocals and is tipped for some big things in 2017.
The Independent Newspaper

We were so excited when Tom’s management announced that he
was going to be performing his song on Radio 1 Live Lounge with
Chase & Status, an accolade that only established talent can say
they have achieved. Tom’s mum, Clare, came in to school to watch
it live with our YR10 Performing Arts Students. Tears of pride were
shared whilst watching Tom sing his heart out.
We are incredibly proud of Tom, who is releasing his own solo
single ‘There’s Something In the Water’ very soon. Keep watching
this space!

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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Literacy
Accelerated
Reader Update

FOCUS OF THE term...

Who’s Read The Most this Term?
YR7 Most read/quizzed:
Boy - Anthony Nkyi, Girl - Ellie McGowan
Class - Ms Murdoch

YR8 Most read/quizzed:
Boy - Callum Hopkins, Girl - Karolina Lucas
Class – Miss Yadav
Well done everyone!
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International
Literacy Day 2016

To support International
Literacy Day, students
were invited to recomme
nd a great read.
Here are a two of the rev
iews based upon the
books ‘Perks of being a
Wallflower’ and ‘Miss
Peregrines Home for Pec
uliar Children’.
Thank you to all the stu
dents who took part.
Miss Morris, Head of Eng
lish.

KS5 English Literature – Recommended Reading List
(just a selection – there are many others!)

C Achebe
Things Fall Apart
Monica Ali
Brick Lane
Margaret Attwood	The Handmaid’s Tale; The Cat’s Eye;
Alias Grace
Ray Bradbury
Fahrenheit 451
J G Ballard
The Drowned World
Jane Austen
Anything!
Charlotte Bronte
Jane Eyre
Emily Bronte
Wuthering Heights
Anthony Burgess
A Clockwork Orange
Angela Carter
The Passion of New Eve
Wilkie Collins
Anything!
Joseph Conrad	The Heart of Darkness; The Secret
Agent
Charles Dickens
Anything!
George Elliot
Anything!
Sebastian Faulks
Birdsong
Brian Friel
Translations
F. Scott Fitzgerald
The Great Gatsby
E.M. Forster
Anything!
Elizabeth Gaskell
North and South
William Golding
Lord of the Flies
Thomas Hardy
Anything!
L.P Hartley
The Go-Between
Hawthorne
The Scarlet Letter
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Susan Hill
I’m the King of the Castle
Khaled Hosseini
The Kite Runner
Aldous Huxley
Brave New World
K Ishiguru
The Remains of the Day
P.D. James
The Children of Men
Ken Kesey	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Doris Lessing
Memoirs of a Survivor
D. H Lawrence
Anything!
Harper Lee
To Kill a Mockingbird
Andrea Levy
Small Island
Henrik Ibsen
A Doll’s House
Iain McEwan
The Child in Time; Enduring Love
Cormac McCarthy
The Road
George Orwell	Nineteen Eighty Four, Animal Farm
Sylvia Plath
The Bell Jar
William Shakespeare Anything!
Tolstoy
Anna Karenina
Alice Walker
The Colour Purple
Oscar Wilde
The Picture of Dorian Gray
Virginia Woolf
Mrs Dalloway
Williams, Tennessee	A Streetcar Named Desire, The Glass
Menagerie, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Oscar Wilde	An Ideal Husband; The Importance of
Being Ernest
H G Wells
The Time Machine
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Numeracy
Maths Inspiration
Fifteen of our YR10 students represented the school at a Maths
Inspiration Day earlier in the year. They were invited to the
Centre of Mathematical Sciences at Cambridge University to
take part in various puzzles and challenges throughout the day.
This was a great event where students worked both with and
against students from other schools in the area on problems
they wouldn’t normally have the opportunity to explore.

Maths Club
Maths Club in M6
Open to all year groups
every lunch time 1.35 – 2.
10pm
After school on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
3.35 – 4.35pm

Hope to see you there!

Maths Challenge
We had a number of 6th form students take part in the 2016/17 Senior
Maths Challenge on November 8th. This exam is run by the UK Mathematics
Trust and students are awarded a bronze, silver or gold certificate. The exam
was a multiple choice paper and covered a vast array of topics from outside
of the curriculum.
We would like to congratulate the following students for their amazing
results this year!
Gold
YR13
Dario Mongiardi (Best in School and
through to the follow on Kangaroo
round)
Silver
YR13
Michael Sinha
Cai Keighley

Thomas Rawes
Riccardo Mazzeo

YR12
Fabrizio Baio (Best in year)
Bronze
YR13
Tomas Wren

YR12
Evelyn Motschi
Ronan Cook
Liam Bunker
Hritik Sikand

Matthew Andrews
Eryk Ratajczyk
Noel Biju

We will be taking part in the
two remaining maths challenges
during the year as follows:
Intermediate challenge
YR9/10/11 Thursday
2nd February 2017

Numeracy
support

For extra ideas to support student
numeracy skills at home why not try the
national numeracy website?
The government has provided lots of
resources for young people and adults to
help develop their basic numeracy skills
which have been collated here: https://www.
nationalnumeracy.org.uk/
As a school we have also invested in two
websites for students to use at home for
KS3 and KS4:
KS3 - www.pearsonactivelearn.com
KS4 - www.vle.mathswatch.com

Junior Challenge
YR7/8 Thursday 27th April 2017

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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Chaplaincy News
It’s been a busy few months
for St THomas More
We started off the new academic year
making a Year of Mercy pilgrimage to
Holy Cross Church, stopping at St John
Rigby School to share our journey. Later
that week we continued to reflect on
pilgrimage when we welcomed the
Lampedusa cross to school. The Cross
acted as a reminder of the refugee crisis
and our continued commitment to pray for
this situation.

Ensure that Faith is lived,
taught and celebrated

We have continued to celebrate the
Sacramental life of our community with
our regular Wednesday Mass at 8.20 am in
the Prayer room. YR7 and YR9 have had a
welcome Mass and YR9 have been coming
down to the prayer room for a Mass in their
RE lesson.

A group of students carried our banner and
represented St Thomas More School at the
Mass of Induction for Mr Bishop at
St Gregory’s School early in October.

Coffee and Prayer
In the Prayer Room
Parents/ Grandparents/ Carers

Relationships are built with the wider
Catholic community. YR8 walked down
to St Philip and St James Church to share
Mass with the parish on All Saints Day
whilst on Oct 14th a group of students
travelled to Dunstable to share Mass with
representatives from the Catholic Schools
of the Diocese.

A time of prayer and sharing
over a warm drink

I am the light of the World
John 8:12
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9.15 -10.15am
Tuesday 17th January
Tuesday 21st March
Tuesday 16th May
Tuesday 20th June
We look forward to seeing you there!

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

As the nights draw in and the mornings
grow darker we reflected as a staff
community on how we share the light
of God.

More Updates
Reunion 30 Years On!
On Sat 15th October, over 50 former
students and staff from St Thomas More
were reunited for the first time in over 30
years, as part of their own 50th birthday
celebrations! The BCS Alumni Community
was thrilled to welcome back such a large
group, some of whom had travelled quite
some distance. We started with a drinks
reception and the buzz in the room was
incredible as everyone shared stories from

the good old days, reminisced over school
photos and renewed old friendships. The
current Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head
Girl from St Thomas More 6th Form led the
school tour and it was a privilege for us to
host such a special occasion.
We are incredibly grateful to the group of
Alumni, who are so generously donating
a bench to the school ‘as a gift from one
generation to the next’.

To see more great photos of the event visit www.bedfordcatholicschools.org/Alumni-Community

NACE Challenge Award

STM WELCOMES NEW
EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL
WARM WELCOME TO TONY BISHOP
At the start of this new academic year,
The Bedford Catholic Schools community
welcomed new Executive Principal,
Mr Tony Bishop and in October, Mr Bishop
attended a very special evening Mass held
at St Gregory’s School, joined by families,
students, staff and alumni from across the
Trust schools.

At the very end of last year our school achieved the NACE Challenge Award,
focusing on our provision for Able, Gifted and Talented students. We
underwent a packed assessment day, with the assessor arriving at 8.15am and
finishing with a very positive feedback session at 4.30pm. The day involved
the presentation of an evidence folder, lesson observations, work scrutinies
across all key stages and the majority of departments, interviews with students,
parents, teachers, the Able Gifted and Talented coordinator, governors, as well
as a representative from the local authority. The tour of the school was led by
two of our Student Voice Council, and the feedback on their manner and detail
was exemplary; the commitment of all those involved showed the breadth and
depth of the talent in our school.
The award itself looks to celebrate a wide range of criteria across the school to
make sure that our work with the most able students is embedded in to our
practice; from how we celebrate and nurture their aspirations to ultimately
helping students fulfil their potential in exams. The feedback from the day
was incredibly positive, highlighting our “extremely
aspirational and encompassing ethos” as well as the
leadership of our provision and the celebration of
success and achievement.

‘I am very happy to be here and working
for the students of our Catholic schools in
Bedford. The all-through education our
trust schools provide is excellent and I
am looking forward to working with staff
in developing our two-tier structure and
establishing St Joseph’s and St Gregory’s
Primary School in September 2017. I have
been overwhelmed by the warm welcome
I have received from the communities in
all schools and will be working closely
with stakeholders to ensure that our
students get the very best.’

As one of only 378 schools in the country to hold this
award, it is something we are incredibly proud of.

Next PTA Meeting
18th January 2017 at 7pm
in Emmaus

All welcome.
St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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Sports and Activities
It’s a Win for 7’s!

Go Girls!
St Thomas More YR9 girls
represented the school for
their cup game in November.
They all worked fantastically
together in the ‘D’ and
managed to score 10 goals
between them!

All of the girls showed great commitment to the team and were
very passionate about performing to the best of their ability
despite the freezing cold weather. Great Work girls!
YR7 played their first game of rugby for St Thomas More against
the Bedford Free School and beat them 25 points to 20 - a great
start to their rugby careers in our school!

Congratulations to our team:
TYCHIQUE MIENAMBOLO
FILIP JANKOWSKI
MAXIMO TAMAYO-BULLIVANT
ALAN WERSCHNER
LEWIS JONES
WILLIAM NOBLE

ANTONIO FILOMARINO
ANTHONY NKYI
RAFAL AMATA
JEREMY SEKYERE
RYAN WAINAINA
FREDERICK NICHOLLS

The try scorers were - Antonio x2, Jeremy, Rafal & Tychique.

Miss Brooke,
PE Department
‘’…Congratulations to
the YR11 Netball team
who are Champions of
the Division 1 Bedford
Netball League this
season! Well done to all
the girls!…’’

SPORTS LEADERS

Mr Quinn, Head of Physical Education

6th Fun Run
Well done to everyone who took
part in this year’s charity Fun Run,
once again, your costumes didn’t
disappoint… And that was just the
teachers!!!
As part of their Community Sports Leaders Award this year’s
group have been busy undertaking courses and helping to set
up, organise and run a variety of activities.
On Tuesday 15th November all the Lower schools in the
Bedford and Kempston School Sports Partnership came up to
St Thomas More where they took part in a multi skills sports
event. The purpose of the day was to help improve and
develop the children’s multi skills. The day was overseen and
run by our Sports Leaders and they did a fantastic job - all the
children had a fun day!

Value and celebrate the
achievements of all

Also in November, the group, along with other 6th formers,
completed an Emergency First Aid Course. Here they
covered Mouth to Mouth Resuscitation, CPR, bandaging and
much more. They were all successful and can now use their
qualification to help run children’s activities in and out of
school. Well done to everyone who took part!
A busy term for the Sports Leaders!
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In the midst of all the goals
being scored, our defensive
team were working extremely hard to keep the ball away from
their third and managed to concede only one goal!

