
SEND Newsletter 

Welcome to our Autumn edition of the our SEND newsletter.  

We have had a very busy first half-term in the SEND department, with many exciting events taking place from the Shout Out 

to SEND conference; our first SEND coffee morning of the year and Ofsted! 

 
We now have a range of clubs taking place in Emmaus, these include: gardening; cooking; craft; fitness; chess; BSL sign        

language; maths and English revision; poetry and drama and Catholic Saints. These are open to all students and run during                 

lunchtimes throughout the week. There is also the opportunity for you child to do their homework, supported by members of 

staff, in Emmaus from 3:30 - 4:40 Monday to Thursday and until 4pm on a Friday. 

 

If you have any concerns about your child’s learning needs, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Wishing you a restful and peaceful half-term. 

 
Sarah Maynard - SENDCo 

smaynard@stm.beds.olicatschools.org  

01234 400222 
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In October, three of out Year 7 students attended the Shout out to SEND Conference in Bedford. The aim of 
this conference was for children and young people with SEND to tell us what it’s like to have SEND, and 
how they and their needs can be best accommodated.   
  
The conference was held at Bedford Town Football Club and included consultation activities where children 

and young people with SEND shared their views on a range of issues. 

Shout Out to SEND Conference 



Our first coffee morning was a huge success; the Parent Carer Forum gave a short           

presentation and parents were able to ask questions and chat to each, having an    

opportunity to share lived experiences. 

It also gave the SEND team an invaluable window to meet parents and discuss their 

child’s needs. 

Our next event will be after half-term, the date and booking link will be advertised on 

the school’s Facebook page and via My Child at School. 
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Diagnosis Support Pack 

Families have described the experience of their child receiving a 

neurodiversity diagnosis (e.g. Autism or ADHD) as ‘like a bereave-

ment’ and following the lengthy diagnosis process are left with 

little information, or understanding of ‘what next?’  They told us 

that a 'one-stop shop' for information, resources and signposting 

following a diagnosis would be really useful, and they would like 

this information to be accessible and from a trusted 

source.  The Diagnosis Support Pack (DSP) has been coproduced by 

families for families following a diagnosis of a neurodiversity, and 

contains information, resources and signposting in a variety of 

media (video's, infographics, animations), split into 14 sections - 

from sleep to medication, and lots more 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-

community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack 

https://content.govdelivery.com/

accounts/UKCBCC/

bulletins/328c1c5 

 

If you have a child or young person with Special             

Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND), then think 

of the Local Offer as all of the services and support      

available to them and you as a parent or carer.  Our Local 

Offer website contains information about education, 

health and care services, voluntary agencies, leisure     

activities and support groups.  

 

https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/

kb5/bedford/directory/home.page 

 

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/

benefits-and-support/grants-and-

funding/help-cost-living 

Issue 1 September 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMTguNDc0ODk2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYW1ic2NvbW11bml0eXNlcnZpY2VzLm5ocy51ay9iZWRzLWx1dG9uLWNvbW11bml0eS1wYWVkaWF0cmljcy9kaWFnbm9z
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/neurodiversity-support-pack
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-community-paediatrics/neurodiversity-support-pack
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKCBCC/bulletins/31e9b62
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKCBCC/bulletins/31e9b62
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKCBCC/bulletins/31e9b62
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/grants-and-funding/help-cost-living
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/grants-and-funding/help-cost-living
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/grants-and-funding/help-cost-living


Community News 

 

 

 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/

info/165/support_with_the_cost_of_living 

 

https://ssgcelestialsfc.co.uk/ 

https://royaldeaf.org.uk/ 
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Sendiass@bedford.gov.uk 

Pease call 01234 276267 lines are open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday, and 9am to 4:30pm on  

Friday  during term time.   

https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/site.page?id=6rj3ULSIPck 

https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/site.page?id=6rj3ULSIPck

