
SEND Newsletter 

Welcome to our Autumn edition of the our SEND newsletter.  

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the new SENDCo at St Thomas More;  I have a range of  

professional and personal experience working with children with SEND and I am passionate about getting the best outcomes 

for our students. We are in a privilege position to have such an experienced and dedicated SEND team, as well as the Emmaus 

centre, in which to support students. 

We will be launching our SEND coffee mornings shortly; these are open to any parent/ carer who wishes to come along and 

discuss their child’s needs with some of the SEND team. In addition, some of the coffee mornings will have a specific focus, 

with a guest speaker to discuss issues such as, autism, ADHD, mental health etc.  

Our SEND newsletter will be sent out every half term with information about services, courses and details about Bedford  

Borough’s local offer. 

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in contact. 

Sarah Maynard—SENDCo 

smaynard@stm.beds.olicatschools.org   
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We are so pleased to have Bart back from his summer holiday 

break; he is looking refreshed and ready for another busy year 

being the centre of attention! 

The students’ really enjoy coming to Emmaus and spending 

some time with him, he is a very spoilt bunny :)  

 

Woody, our resident hamster, has also made a  

return to Emmaus; although he is a little more  

camera shy! He is a firm favourite with the students,  

who enjoying feeding and stroking him … just not 

the cleaning part. 
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Diagnosis Support Pack 

Families have described the experience of their child receiving a 

neurodiversity diagnosis (e.g. Autism or ADHD) as ‘like a bereave-

ment’ and following the lengthy diagnosis process are left with 

little information, or understanding of ‘what next?’  They told us 

that a 'one-stop shop' for information, resources and signposting 

following a diagnosis would be really useful, and they would like 

this information to be accessible and from a trusted 

source.  The Diagnosis Support Pack (DSP) has been coproduced by 

families for families following a diagnosis of a neurodiversity, and 

contains information, resources and signposting in a variety of 

media (video's, infographics, animations), split into 14 sections - 

from sleep to medication, and lots more 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-luton-

community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack 

https://content.govdelivery.com/

accounts/UKCBCC/

bulletins/328c1c5 

 

If you have a child or young person with Special             

Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND), then think 

of the Local Offer as all of the services and support      

available to them and you as a parent or carer.  Our Local 

Offer website contains information about education, 

health and care services, voluntary agencies, leisure     

activities and support groups.  

 

https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/

kb5/bedford/directory/home.page 

 

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/

benefits-and-support/grants-and-

funding/help-cost-living 
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https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/

info/165/support_with_the_cost_of_living 

 

https://ssgcelestialsfc.co.uk/ 

https://royaldeaf.org.uk/ 
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Sendiass@bedford.gov.uk 

Pease call 01234 276267 lines are open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday, and 9am to 4:30pm on  

Friday  during term time.   

https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/site.page?id=6rj3ULSIPck 
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