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MERRY CHRISTMAS

Letter from the Head
HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the December issue of More News. As you can see from the number of trips and
activities going on it has been a busy term with many blessings.
The term has seen the opening of a new building, the Marian Building. This was named
after Our Lady and inherent in this is a request for her guidance over us as a school. We
pray that her gaze may rest over us as we build community together. The opening of the
12 classroom block secures space for learning going forward as the school changes to meet
the needs of our Years 7 to 13. Bishop Peter is always a welcome visitor to our school. He
loved the opening service and was impressed by the participation of our young people and
their sense of the spiritual. As always, our students were exemplary. He lends a real sense
that our school belongs to the Diocese of Northampton.
This visit too saw the leaving of our dear Head Teacher Alison Wilshaw. She has left a
rich legacy of 32 years of service to the school. In that time many accolades have been
bestowed on the school from a range of outside sources including the Department of
Education, OFSTED and the Diocese. All of these will be remembered but more than this
have been the years of humble service which have been given and the steady holding and
developing the lovely ethos that we have here at St Thomas More School.
As I write this message to you I am aware of the beginning of Advent and the longing
within us all for the brightness of Christmas. I recommend a journey of prayer as we make
our way through these dark weeks as the light fades. Christmas is a time for rebirth and
for celebration together. It is also a time when we remember the vulnerable in our society.
As a school the students and staff have really risen to this challenge to put Catholic
teaching on Social Justice into action. The staff have prepared hampers for the needy and
donated sleeping bags to the homeless appeal. Students have completed “Christmas in a
Box”, the “Shoe Box Appeal” as well as raising money for SVP hampers and donations to
the homeless. The recent mufti day raised over £800 for children in need, both nationally
and internationally. In addition, our students are working with local Care Homes in
order to bring some festive cheer.
In my short time as Head Teacher here at St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
I have felt so supported by staff, students and parents. I thank you all for this as a new
chapter in the formation of the school begins. We look forward to the arrival of Mr Bonner
who joins us in January. He has visited regularly since his appointment. He is excited
by the honour of leading a school with a rich legacy, a bright future and a cohesive
community.
I wish you all a holy and peaceful Christmas,

Bernadette Grimley
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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
As a school we place great importance on attendance and
punctuality as these have a real impact on the attainment
of all students.

•	
Students who are late to school will have a phone call home
•	
Students with more than 3 lates will have an after school
detention with their Progress Coordinator

C

•	Students falling below 92% attendance will be discussed with
the Education Welfare Officer

•	The school will not sanction any holidays in school time as
directed by the Department of Education
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We acknowledge that the majority of our students have excellent
records of attendance and punctuality. However, for a small
minority this is not the case and so the following procedures have
been put in place:

•	Students falling below 90% attendance will have an
Attendance Plan

T

We are therefore asking for the continued support of all our
parents and carers in working towards having no lateness to
school each day and the lowest possible absence rate.
WE HAVE BEEN SET A SCHOOL TARGET OF 97%.
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More Info

•	Failure to attend the after school detention or continued
lateness will result in a Senior Management detention
There is a REWARDS system in place for those students who have
good and improved attendance and punctuality.

If you have any queries about attendance then please contact Mr. Hopkins, Assistant Headteacher

ARE YOU
LOGGED ON?

Parents

Once logged on to Firefly, you can access your child’s learning data including to
help support your child’s learning. This includes the homework your child has
been set, what the task is and when it is due.
In addition, you will also find copies of school letters, school news, your child’s
timetable and the school calendar.

IF YOU HAVE NOT LOGGED ON YET, FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS

How do I log onto Firefly?
Step 1: Go to St Thomas More’s web site

Step 3: Click on the green box
“Logging in for the first time?
Activate your account.”

Step 2: Click on
this icon, which
states VLE when
you hover over it

Download the Firefly Parent
App from your phone or
tablets app store.
Enter the School Code of STM
and enter the login details
you use to get into firefly.

Students
Download the Firefly Students App from your phone
or tablets app store.
Enter the School Code of STM, scroll down until you find
Office 365 and enter the login details you use to get
into firefly.

Step 4: Insert your email address here,
the one that as a parent you have
provided to the School Office. Then
press “Activate account”. You will
then receive an email with a password
to use. Your child/ren will have been
active for the last couple of weeks so
please ask them about the system; they
can help you explore what is on offer.

Step 5: Should your email not work,
or you have changed it. You will
need to update the School’s records
to gain access to Firefly. Please email
updatemydetails@stm.beds.sch.uk
with the following information:
• Your first name and surname
• Your child/ren’s first name(s) and surname(s), followed by the year group
• Your details will be updated as soon as possible by the office.
Should you not provide us with all of the information above,
there will be a delay processing your update request.

The winners will be announced in January 2019

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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More 6th Form
CLANGER TAKE OVER!
In October there was a very special edition of the Bedford
Clanger – the ‘Teen Takeover’, where three of our Sixth Form
students, Daisy, Abi, Cherith and Georgina took over the entire
edition. Articles included ‘Hidden Gems in Bedford’, ‘Exam Stress’,
‘Gaming’ and even a full page profile on our very own Sony Music
signing Tom Grennan!

“Writing The Clanger was an amazing experience!
Learning to write articles based on topics that are
very relevant for our generation felt like a massive
accomplishment. The whole process was exciting and
enjoyable and has confirmed our love for writing”
Quote from Cherith

Mrs Bernard, Head of Sixth Form said –

“When this opportunity came along, I grabbed it!
The project had just the right skills development
opportunities that we seek within the Sixth Form at
St Thomas More. Teen Takeover was a perfect project
for epitomising what we try to instil in Sixth Formers
- independence, seeking out opportunities, getting
involved and thinking bigger than yourself. The girls
have shown drive and enthusiasm throughout, from
the initial idea generation to the finished article; an
engaging multi genre read.
It is always wonderful to see such positive
involvement, community contributions and
commitment in our teenagers within the school, well
done to Daisy, Cherith, Georgina and Abi for their
tireless hard work on this.”

ENRICHMENT
“The Enrichment opportunity that I decided to take part in is
an afternoon placement at St. John Rigby Catholic primary
school. I complete this every Wednesday afternoon in a year
1 class of around 30 children. During my time here I help in
activities such as painting, colouring and playing outside
in the playground. Additionally, I help the class teacher by
keeping the children’s work books organised and with any
other work she has for me to help her. This is a fantastic
opportunity and great fun!”
Emilia Ives

ENTERPRISE
Young enterprise is a chance for sixth form students to release
their inner creativity while being a part of a small-scale group by
producing and innovating a product. This enrichment activity
requires pupils to be zestfully enthusiastic and to be aspirational
simultaneously. It can be beneficial for business students – such
as us – giving them a taster of what could be in the future. Our
eyes have been opened, allowing us to put our ideas into action
as well as being inspired by others around us.
Alex & Evan
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More 6th Form
HEAD GIRL INTERVIEW
Tell me a bit about yourself?

been given so many opportunities which
alongside incredible support and guidance
from staff have enabled me to flourish. By
being Head Girl I hope I can ensure others
have an equally amazing experience here.

Hi, my name is Francesca Hrymajlo and I
am one of the Head Girls here at St Thomas
More. I am currently studying Maths,
Chemistry, Biology and Geography and I am
hoping to study medicine at University after
taking a year out to travel.

What does your role of Head Girl consist
of?

What made you want to become Head
Girl at STM?

As Head Girl, my responsibilities have
included talking at a range of lower schools
and delivering a speech at the St Thomas
More open day. As well as advertising the

I thought that it was a great opportunity to
give something back to the school. I have

HEAD GIRL INTERVIEW

school in these events,
myself and Daisy
alongside the rest of the
student leadership team are
responsible for working between the current
students and the senior leadership team.
This will become particularly important
as we welcome our new Headmaster Mr
Bonner to our school in January. We will also
be working closely in our school community
to implement an action plan that we believe
will help improve our school further.

HEAD BOY INTERVIEW

Tell me a bit about yourself?

Tell me a bit about yourself?

Hiya, I’m Daisy Smith and I’m in my final year at St.
Thomas More (which is quite scary considering Year
9 doesn’t even seem that long ago!) I’m currently
studying English Literature, History and Drama and I
would like to study Broadcast Journalism at University.

Hi, I’m Aaron Mingay and I’m currently studying RE,
Geography and English Language at A-Level whilst
doing an EPQ on Political Philosophy and Iceland.
I play hockey at men’s level, regional-level squash
and support Arsenal, much to my dismay most of
the time!

What made you want to become Head Girl at STM?
The main reason I wanted to become Head Girl was
that I wanted to give back to the school. I wanted to
say thank you to both teachers and students, who
have helped me not only to develop academically, but have also
helped me to grow as a person.

STM has been the gateway to me developing into someone
capable of going to university and beyond- at the start of Year 9 I
was more or less too scared to talk to anyone, but through my time
here, that is now far from the truth! I feel it is impossible to repay all
of what the school has done for me, but hopefully, through Head
Boy, I can help it grow accordingly- in whatever way it so needs.

What has been your most memorable moment at STM?
It’s hard to choose what my most memorable moment at St. Thomas
More has been, obviously being chosen as Head Girl is up there;
however my final Year 11 assembly may be my favourite. Everyone
says that St. Thomas More has a community feel and that assembly
certainly proved it. Our head of year, along with our form tutors
had put so much time and effort into the assembly for instance, the
“Carpool Karaoke – Teacher Edition”, and don’t get me wrong there
were tears but the majority was laughter.

What does your role of Head Boy consist of?

When you move on from STM what mark do you hope to leave?
I hope that the action plan we created is continued. Also I hope many
more girls, as well as boys, feel inspired by the work we’ve done to
become the next Head Girl/Head Boy for their year, as it’s an incredible
achievement and role.
What is your favourite quote?
My favourite quote actually originates from the Bible and is ‘Do for
others just what you want them to do for you’ Luke 6:31. The world
isn’t always a nice place, yet it can never get any better if someone
doesn’t take the first step and braches out from a world of hatred, to
create a world of love. If people treated each other how they would
want to be treated I think it’s safe to say everyone would be a lot
happier and the world would be more peaceful.
What does the future hold for you?
If everything goes to plan I aim to be going off to university next
year to pursue a career in television and radio so who knows,
in twenty years’ time when you turn on your television to
watch the news I may appear on the screen!
Daisy Smith
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What made you want to become Head Boy at
STM?

C

With regard to the role and its specifics, it is hard to narrow
down precisely, especially with what little space I have
here! Things like bridging the divide between students
and teachers in its various forms; devising means of
approach for any changes the Senior Leadership
Team and the school feel are required, being
there for any student who needs any
support or just doing whatever I can
to best help the school and all of its
19
community.
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More Trips and Activities
EGX – EUROGAMER 2018
In September, fifty-five Computer
Science, ICT and Media students
accompanied by five teachers, eagerly
clambered on to a coach headed
towards the National Exhibition Centre
in Birmingham to attend the EGX 2018
event, a staple on the St Thomas More
trip calendar!
EGX is the UK’s biggest video game event, attracting around 75,000
people to the Birmingham NEC. What makes EGX successful is that
it celebrates every aspect of gaming and the event also supports
the UK’s vibrant indie scene where emerging bedroom developers
showcased their micro budget games alongside the blockbusters.
On top of that, there was the chance to hear from international game
developers, with talks throughout the four days and a jobs fair.
Keen students had the chance to play some of the most hotly
anticipated upcoming games like ‘Super Mario Odyssey’, ‘Assassin’s
Creed Odyssey’, ‘Division 2, and ‘Fortnite which are likely to
outsell many of biggest releases this Christmas. They were also
able to engage in Virtual Reality (or VR as it is known), which

refers to computer technologies that use software to generate
realistic images, sounds and other sensations that replicate a real
environment – a truly amazing experience!
Once again the trip was highly successful and we look forward to
visiting next year!
Mrs Treliving. Head of Media and ICT

To all of the staff who organised,
supported and attended every
trip and activity…
6
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More Trips and Activities
RIPPING HISTORY TOUR!
On Wednesday 31 October a group of year
10 students went to the Museum of London
Docklands to find out more about late 19th
century London for the GCSE History Crime
and Punishment Unit. At the museum
artefacts were examined and puzzled over.
No electric washing machines in the slums
of London, they had wash boards and
laundry soap was the order of the day. We
also saw the tokens that were thrown out to
men looking for work on the docks. If they
caught a token they had work for the day.
We heard about life on the streets from a
Victorian London Bobby, about the effects
of alcohol on the poor people living in the
slums, and some of the grizzly murders that
were happening at the time.
In the afternoon we went on a Jack the
Ripper Walking Tour. We saw the Victorian
houses of Whitechapel, walked the streets
and saw the houses where some of the
victims of Jack the Ripper had walked and
stayed. It was easy to imagine Victorian
London when walking on original cobbled
streets, pubs and doss houses remained in
the same places, and there is still a huge
amount of poverty and homelessness.
Thank goodness that policing is better now.

Recreation of a slum

A slum shop recreated.

Women’s entrance to an old doss (lodging)
house. Now used as university residence!.

LITERACY TOP TIPS
E-BOOKS

Encourage gadgetloving reticent readers.
Some feature inbuilt
dictionaries making it
quick and easy to
look up unfamiliar words.

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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More Awards
AWARDS EVENING 2018

that provided investigative journalism to
documentaries like Channel 4 Dispatches
and BBC Panorama, and all the national
newspapers.

As teachers, we have the pleasure of working
with some extremely talented and gifted
students, to develop their potential and to
enable them to be the very best that they
can be.

the New York Daily News as a Street
Reporter, responsible for getting the best
interviews and breaking the full details on
the developing stories of the day in the most
hectic city in the world.

As a community we have a wealth of talent
amongst us and we are here to recognize
the great achievements of all of the young
people here.

Spotted as an up and coming star by News
of the World, he was the only reporter to be
taken on for the paper’s fiercely competitive
trainee -ship in 2008 and seized this
opportunity and returned to the UK.

Paul is now a reporter for Channel 4 News
and has most recently been reporting on
far right extremism in Germany, Russian
assassination attempts in Salisbury, and the
ever increasing numbers of rough sleepers
across the UK.

Paul was later quickly promoted to Defence
Correspondent and split his time between
Parliament and the frontlines of Afghanistan.

Paul’s work has been nominated for the
Royal Television Society Journalism Awards,
British Journalism Awards, and a BAFTA.

When the Arab Spring broke out in 2011, he
traversed Northern Africa to cover it and was
promoted to Defence Editor.

We are delighted that such an esteemed
former student could be here tonight to
present the awards and to share with us
later, his story.

We are extremely pleased to welcome to
present the awards a very special guest; who
is a former student of St Thomas More and
has since forged a highly successful career
path in the world of media and journalism.
Paul’s career in journalism started aged 10
when he delivered the Bedford Times and
Citizen. They eventually let him write for
them.
He quickly took up an opportunity with

After 3 years at the paper, Paul became
the Co-founder of OpenWorld News - a
news agency and production company

A very warm welcome back to Paul
McNamara.

AWARD WINNERS 2018...
English: Holly Bambury YR7, Hannah Brunning
YR8, Jonathan Diaz YR9, Alfie Flowers YR10, Special
Award Daisy Smith YR12. Media: Abbie Farrer YR10,
Patryk Wojcik YR12. ICT and Computer Science:
ICT - Kristoffer Henriksen YR7, Gvidas Danielius
YR10, Kordian Kmiec YR12, Computer Science Brandon Sandhu YR10. Mathematics: Kate Maynard
YR7, Anthony Nkyi YR8, Dalu Alozie YR9,
Brandon Sandhu YR10, Special
Award
Daniel Laursen YR10,Zarrin Rahman YR12. Business:
Patryk Slepowronski YR10, BTEC Single Award Damiano Ruggiero YR12, Georgia McCann YR12,
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A Level Business Award Dan Waugh. Science:
Alejandro Christy Ramos YR7, Anthony Nyki YR8,
Karolina Lucas YR9, Brandon Sandhu YR10, Physics:
Emily Wesley YR12, Chemistry: Zarrin Rahman YR12,
Biology: Ayesha Dorani YR12, The Krys Hawkins
Award Erin Jackson YR12. History: Penelope Bull
YR7, Simon Brewer YR9, Marco Campopiano YR10,
Special Prize Anna Ventrone YR12. RE: Tia Layne
YR7, Miriam Carrasco Menendez YR8, Daniel
Robertson YR9, Marco Campopiano YR10, The Ethics
Prize Emily Wesley YR12, The New Testament
Prize Rhianna Maddock YR12, Philosophy Prize

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

Patrick Wojcik YR12. Geography: Ben Georgiou
YR7, Hannah Sandu YR8, Karolina Lucas YR9,
Holly Openshaw YR10, Special Award Simran Dosanjh
YR10, Rhianna Maddock YR12. Modern Foreign
Languages: French - Gabriela Gainska YR7,
Gina Gmajner YR7, Amisha Thanda YR8, Olivia Marsh
YR9, Leanne Ignacio YR10.
Italian
Ja’Maicia MCDonald YR9, Cameron Heal YR9,
Leonnie Brunning YR10. Special MFL Award
Paloma Christy-Ramos YR11. Emmaus: Awards
Ashley Clarke-Temple YR7, Rachel Nkata YR8,
Hayden Whitaker YR8, Arti Hesketh-Joslin YR9,

More Awards

Joseph Quinlan YR10, Roberta Nocera YR12.
Health and Social Care: Roisin McLoughlin YR10,
Special Award Muskan Rustom YR11, Ciara-Marie
McGowan YR12, Katie Bowser YR12, Nan Aichantuk
YR12, Felistas Nyiwo YR12. The Performing Arts:
Abi Woodburn YR7, Eimear Keaveney YR7, Special
Award Janeil Banghar Yr8, Miriam Carrasco Menendez
YR8, Special Award Daniel Robertson YR9,
Keith Chagonda YR9, Natasha Mangwende
YR10, Special Award Zuzanna Przbylo YR10,
Thomas Murphy YR10, Special Award Rachel
Waugh YR10, Daisy Smith YR12 Music Awards:
Julius Gamiao YR7, Filip Jankowski YR8,
Ja’Maicia McDonald YR9, Leanne Ignacio YR10.

Psychology Prize: Belinda Gmajner YR12.
Sociology: Holly Openshaw YR10, Tiziana Di
Placido YR12. Art and Design: Faith Leal YR7,
Hannah Sandhu YR8,Olivia Marsh YR9, Special
Award Habib Onibudo YR9, Leonie Brunning
YR10, Rachel Hunt YR12, Special Award Nan
Aichantuk YR12. Graphics: Antonella Cogorno YR10
Food Preparation and Nutrition: Asi Nkyi YR7,
Hannah Sandhu YR8, Ammaar Shaikh YR9,
Paulina Kaczalek YR10. Textiles: Faith Leal YR7,
Szymon Szczupak YR7, Jennifer Forster YR8,
Karolina Lucas YR9, Olivia Devaney YR12. Resistant
Materials: Alessandra Dachille YR7, Hannah Sandhu
YR8, Tom Frisby YR9, Simran Dosanjh YR10. Product

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

Design: Stephen Elliott YR12. EPQ: Rachel Hunt YR12.
Pastoral: Abi Woodburn YR7, Halima Abdu YR8,
Ja’Macia McDonald. Outstanding Achievement
at GCSE: Aaron Mingay YR11 and Oliwia
Nahajowska YR11. Outstanding Progress in YR12:
Francesca Hrymajlo, Erin Jackson, Emily Wesley and
Zarrin Rahman. Mentor Award: Arafat Walugembe.
Sixth Form Enrichment Award: Nan Aichantuk.
Chaplaincy Prize: Penelope Bull and Emily Parker
YR7, Jennifer Akwolu YR8, Gabrielle Childs YR12,
Caitlin McLoughlin YR12. Sportswoman of the
Year: Leonie Brunning YR10 & Holly James YR10.
Sportsman of the Year: Dominic Mendy YR11.
Head Teacher’s Award: Leonie Brunning.
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More Revision
More Catch up - Revision
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Music Revision
Monday
Tuesday

KS3 Choir
KS4/5 Choir and
YR 7 Violin
Wednesday YR 7 Clarinet
Thursday String Group
Friday
YR7 Trumpet

ON CHANTE TOUS ENSEMBLE!

SINGING CLUB IN FRENCH FOR
YEAR 7 AND YEAR 8

TUESDAYS WEEK A LUNCH TIME ROOM 12
CALENDAR UP TO EASTER HOLIDAY:
Tuesday 15th January
Tuesday 29th January
Tuesday 5th February
Tuesday 19th February
Tuesday 5th March
Tuesday 19th March
Tuesday 2nd April

Regular Prayer Room Activities
YEAR 10 - ITALIAN
BREAKFAST CLUB CALENDAR
Room 12 - Mrs G. Florulli
Fridays mornings 08:30 – 09:00
11/01/2019 Venerdì 11 gennaio
18/01/2019 Venerdì 18 gennaio
25/01/2019 Venerdì 25 gennaio
01/02/2019 Venerdì primo febbraio
08/02/2019 Venerdì 8 febbraio
HALF TERM - BUON RELAX!
22/02/2019
Venerdì 22 febbraio
01/03/2019 Venerdì primo marzo
15/03/2019 Venerdì 15 marzo
22/03/2019 Venerdì 22 marzo
29/03/2019 Venerdì 29 marzo

READING ACTIVITIES
WRITING ACTIVITIES
LISTENING ACTVITIES
SPEAKING ACTIVITIES
CULTURAL SESSION

READING ACTIVITIES
WRITING ACTIVITIES
LISTENING ACTIVITIES
SPEAKING ACTVITIES

05/04/2019 Venerdì 5 aprile
EASTER HOLIDAYS - BUONA PASQUA!

Business
Afterschool
Intervention

ys after
Tuesdays and Thursda
m-4:35pm.
school in RM20- 3:35p
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CULTURAL SESSION
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For both Independ
ent and
Supported Study
Every day before
school,
during lunch brea
k
and after school til
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Churchill Club
For Historians
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Catch up Club
Wednesday
3:35 – 4.35
RM13/14
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3:35-4:30

Geography Revision
Every Friday
3:35-4:30 in H1

Tues RM17
Wed RM10
Thurs RMH5

Art

English Revision and Clubs
TOPIC

YEAR GROUP

DAY AND TIME

ROOM

Jekyll and Hyde

YEAR 10 AND 11

Tuesday lunchtime

ROOM 1 Mrs Dosanjh

TEACHER

Romeo and Juliet

YEAR 10 AND 11

Tuesday lunchtime

H12

Miss Millar

Language Paper 1 revision

YEAR 10 AND 11

Wednesday after school H10

Miss Bennetts

Higher ability Literature session (9-7)

YEAR 11

Wednesday lunchtime

H12

Miss Morris

Year 10 revision group

YEAR 10

Thursday after school

H7

Mrs La Manga

Reading club

YEAR 7, 8 AND 9

Wednesday lunchtime

H9

Mrs H Jones

Grammar club

YEAR 7

Monday lunchtime

H9

Mrs J Jones

Writing club

YEAR 7, 8 AND 9

H11

Miss Fulton

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

Monday Lunch
1.35 – 2.15pm,
all YR groups welcome
Homework help/own projec
ts
Wednesday Lunch
1.35 – 2.15pm,
YR7&8 Art Club
Wednesday After School
3.35 – 4.30pm, all YR
groups welcome Homewo
rk
help/own projects
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More Events

THE OPENING OF THE MARIAN BUILDING

October 18th 2018

On a beautiful autumnal day we gathered
as a community together with our Directors,
Diocesan representatives, some of our
local priests, our builders and architect to
welcome Bishop Peter to officially open
and bless the Marian Building. This name
was chosen in honour of our Blessed Lady,
the Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this
special Year of Prayer and Vocation we are
reminded of Mary’s calling and her positive
response. As we gathered in prayer we also
reflected on the heritage of faith which has
built the St Thomas More Community to
this day, including the students and staff of
St Bede’s School Bedford who also had a
Marian Building.
We were led in a time of prayer by
Bishop Peter, Mrs Burgess, Mrs Wilshaw,
Year 9 students and our 6th Form Faith
Ambassadors. We recited the Angelus,
listened to St Luke’s Gospel account of the
Annunciation and prayed together. Bishop
Peter then blessed the Crosses to be placed
in the new classrooms, officially cut the
ribbon to open the building and went on
a tour blessing the new building and each
classroom with Holy Water. The gathered
congregation waited in prayer and song.
Finally as our service came to an end Mrs
Wilshaw led us in the beautiful prayer of
protection written during World War II by
James Dillet Freeman;
The light of God surrounds us,
The love of God enfolds us,
The power of God protects us,
The presence of God watches over us,
Wherever we are, God is,
And where God is, all is well.
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The Name
The building has been named
with the community of saints
in mind. In discussion with
the directors, the building
has been named after Mary,
the mother of the Church.
To this end it will be called
the Marian Building. This is a
name derived from the name
Mary and is also a name that
was used in one of the blocks
at St Bede’s school, which was
formally part of our federation
of Catholic Schools.
Blessings on all who work and
study in the Marian Building!
St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

More Trips and Activities
ST THOMAS MORE CYCLISTS GO FOR 100!
Student cyclist of all ages attended a
meeting to look at a cyclist Code of Conduct
and a Cycling Policy for the school. The
purpose of the meeting was to build up the
cycling capacity of the school by listening
to the concerns of our cyclists and to ensure
that they are encouraged to be considerate
cyclists within the community.
Supporting this initiative was ‘SUSTRANS’
from Bedford Borough who shared their
plans to build on ways they hope to

encourage cycling through use of the
‘Smoothie Bike’. This will be a future feature
for planned events going forward and we
are looking forward to being a part of this.
We are indebted to Pete Blakeman for his
support in this venture over the years and
with his help, the school have notched up
92 cyclists! Also, special thanks to our own
Mr Newman, himself a keen cyclist, who has
taken the lead on this excellent initiative. It
is our vision to go past 100 cyclists and to

encourage this, we have implemented a
safe and secure cyclist storage area which is
maintained by our excellent site staff.
This initiative makes a valuable contribution
to our school commitment to a healthy
sustainable future.

TOP AWARD FOR STM!

AUTHOR VISIT

We are delighted to announce that STM has been
accredited with a Bronze Level award for our
School Travel plan – one of only two schools in the
Borough to achieve this.

Recently YR9 enjoyed an English Workshop
hosted by Author Mark Robins, here’s what
one student had to say:
“During our workshop Mark Robson gave us
writing tips on how to start an introduction
to any type of story. In my case, it had to
be a short story. The task he gave us was
to write an introduction to a story about anything. I wrote my
introductions as a spy or assassin who is on a mission. However,
my character was in a situation where they could get caught.

Modeshift STARS is a school Travel Planning portal recognising
best practice in sustainable school travel through the delivery of
travel plans. The Modeshift STARS accreditation was achieved
as part of our school’s development and implementation of our
School Travel Plan which is led by Mrs Grimley.
This is fantastic news and great achievement!

Robson mentioned how many people would write a list of facts.
What he meant by this was that many people wouldn’t set the
scene with dialogue or questions but add information about the
character.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
If you shop online, please could you sign up
to easyfundraising to support St Thomas
More Catholic School PTA, Bedford ? All of
the money raised by the PTA goes back into
school to support students by providing some
of the things budgets don’t allow for. This then enriches the school
experience for all students.

Overall, the workshop by Robson was really helpful on how to
start a story and how to make the introduction interesting and a
few tips on how to make it a very moving story”

It’s a really easy way to raise money for us – you just use the
easyfundraising site to shop online with more than 3,300 well
known online stores like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.
com, eBay, Boden, and M&S and when you make a purchase, the
retailer sends us a free donation, at no extra cost to you.

Mark Robson was born in Essex in
1966 and raised, for the most part, in
Camarthen, West Wales. In 1982 he
gained a scholarship to join the Royal Air
Force as a pilot and has worked for them
ever since. He successfully self-published
the four book series, The Darkweaver
Legacy, the first book of which was
largely written during tours of duty in the Falkland Islands.
He now lives in Northamptonshire with his family.

Shayne Reyes Yr9

Mark Robson

We want to raise as much as possible, so please visit our new
easyfundraising page at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stthomasbedfordpta/ and click ‘support us’.
Thank you

YEAR 13 SOCIOLOGY TRIP TO THE PANACEA MUSEUM
In October, we went to visit the Panacea Museum to help with
our understanding of sects as part of our ‘religion and beliefs in
society’ unit. The visit was informative, educational and enjoyable
as we got a private guided tour around the Chapel and the house
of the founder Mabel Barltrop (Octavia). The Panacea Museum’s
main attraction is the Joanna Southcott’s unopened box, filled with
prophecies that are over 90 years old.
One of our students stated that “It is amazing to discover the untold
secrets of Bedford.”

Overall, the trip was extremely successful
in not only bringing to life the features of a
sect, but also teaching us the history of the
town we live in – Bedford.
For more information on the Panacea
Museum and the history of the Sect you
can watch the ‘Maidens of the lost
world’ documentary on Youtube.
By Tiziana and Anna YR13

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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More Literacy and Numeracy
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
REVISION AND CLUBS

MATHS MADNESS!

TOPIC

YEAR GROUP

DAY AND
TIME

ROOM

TEACHER

Jekyll and Hyde
Literature revision

Year 10 And 11

Tuesday
lunchtime

ROOM 1

Mrs Dosanjh

Romeo and Juliet
Literature revision

Year 10 And 11

Tuesday
lunchtime

H12

Miss Millar

Language Paper 1
revision

Year 10 And 11

Wednesday
after school

H10

Miss Bennetts

Higher ability
Literature session
(9-7)

Year 11

Wednesday
lunchtime

H12

Miss Morris

Year 10 revision
group

Year 10

Monday
lunchtime

H7

Mrs La Manga

Reading club

Year 7, 8 And 9

Thursday
lunchtime

H9

Mrs H Jones

Grammar club

Year 7

Monday
lunchtime

H9

Mrs J Jones

Writing club

Year 7, 8 And 9

Wednesday
after school

H11

Miss Fulton

LITERACY TOP TIPS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make books available
Focus on different types of books
Access literature through different media
Swap books with others
Use technology
Read and respond
Reading as relaxation
Books and Movies

GCSE REVISION

Log in to Maths Watch for all
your revision needs – this is
how you do it:

1-9 GCSE revision videos, exam style questions and solutions.

Maths Genie

The year you started STM /
Surname / Initial /
@students.stm.beds.sch.uk
Example: 15BloggsJ@students.stm.beds.sch.uk
PW: Mathswatch

ENGLISH STUDY GUIDE FOR 2018/2019
Here’s what we are studying. Try to familiarise yourself with the books / plays and poems
over the holidays – a little preparation goes a long way!
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YR7

YR8

YR9

Two Weeks with The Queen - Morris
Gleitzman (play)
Warhorse - Michael Morpurgo
An Introduction to Shakespeare & Macbeth
A selection of War Poems
Gothic Novels

The Woman in Black - Susan Hill
Our Day Out - Willy Russell
Twelfth Night - William Shakespeare
A selection of Short Stories (Dystopia)
Poetry from other Cultures

DNA - Dennis Kelly
An Inspector Calls - J.B. Priestley
Taming of the Shrew - William Shakespeare
19th Century Literature: Short Stories by
Sherlock Holmes
A range of poems: Relationships

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

More Literacy and Numeracy
GCSE REVISION GUIDES
Here are the details of the Revision Guides you may wish
to purchase:
LANGUAGE:
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) English Language Text Anthology (GCSE English
Language 2015)
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) English Language Revision Guide (REVISE
Edexcel GCSE English 2015)
HIGHER - Target Grade 9 Reading Edexcel GCSE (9-1) English Language
Workbook (Intervention English) Paperback – 21 Feb 2017

LITERATURE:
Romeo and Juliet: York Notes for GCSE (9-1) Paperback – 4 Aug 2015
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: York Notes for GCSE (9-1) Paperback – 4 Aug 2015
An Inspector Calls: York Notes for GCSE (9-1) Paperback – 4 Aug 2015

Literacy Tip of the Month

MAKE READING
RELEVANT
Choose books,
newspaper articles & magazines
that interest YOU!
Music, Phones,
TV, Movies,
Computers
and Games…
If it interests
you, then
read about
it!

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Raffaele Chiuchiolo - Leeds
Mathematics A*BB
St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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More Chaplaincy
Other Prayer room visitors included the
new A level Design Technology students
who designed a set of Crosses for the Marian
building as we waited for the permanent
ones to be blessed by the Bishop.

Year 7 have also had a welcome visit to the
Prayer room and a celebration welcome
Mass with a special visit from Father Brendan
Seery. After the Mass, Year 7 hosted a vibrant
Q&A session asking lots of challenging
questions about his vocation and life!
The new term began for the Catholic Schools
Trust with a celebration of Mass at St John
Rigby School. Father Wayne led us in a
beautiful liturgy in which he reflected on
what makes a Catholic School different and
unique. We were also delighted to welcome
to the Mass Liam Castle a past student of
St Thomas More School who is currently at
the seminary training to become a Catholic
Priest.
Later in the term, Mrs Claxton and Mrs
Burgess travelled to Liverpool to attend
the Eucharistic Congress, “Adoremus”. A
wonderful opportunity to hear speakers
such as Bishop Robert Barron reflect on
the Eucharist as well as many examples of
Catholic Social teaching from organisations
such as Youth 2000, Marys Meals and Rise
Theatre company. Since Adoremus and with
the support of Deacon Quinlan we now have

weekly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
in the Prayer room every Tuesday morning
before school as well as continuing with our
weekly celebration of Mass at 8.20am on
Wednesday. Parents/ Carers/ Grandparents
are always welcome to join us at these times.
Simply sign in at reception.
At St Thomas More School we have nine
form patrons to inspire us on our journey.
These include St Teresa of Calcutta, St Joan
of Arc, St Pope John Paul II, St Francis of
Assisi, St Maximillian Kolbe, St Oscar Romero
and from other Faith traditions, Gandhi,
Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King,
We celebrate our patrons around the time
of their Feast day or celebration day. This
term already we have had four patrons to
celebrate with at least 24 forms making a
visit to the Prayer room!

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM…

A final highlight of this term is of course our
annual visit to St Marys Church Dunstable for
the Diocesan Mass. It is always a joy to gather
with students from across the Diocesan
family.

In the
Prayer Room

On November 12th the St Thomas More Community marked
Remembrance 2018, recognising 100 years since the end
of World War I. We gathered on the school steps where
our dedicated Sixth Form Faith Ambassadors led us in a
service of Remembrance including two minutes silence,
prayers and reflections as well as the last post. After the
service, History students placed poppies in the Prayer
Garden forming the shape of 100. As the week continued,
Mrs Soraghan led assemblies on a Remembrance theme
reflecting on World War I and giving thanks for what we
have received since the end of the war. Mrs Soraghan was
also able to attend and reflect on a local Remembrance
service in Goldington, led by Churches Together and
Deacon Tony Quinlan.

Parents/ Grandparents/ Carers
A time of prayer and sharing over a
warm drink
9.15 -10.15
Tuesday 15th January
Tuesday 19th March
Tuesday 14th May
Tuesday 18th June
Tuesday morning 8.15am – 8.55am

Remembrance Parade
at the Embankment
- Martin Najemi YR9
(centre) representing the
Army Cadets, Bedford
Detachment.
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A time of quiet prayer with Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament
Weekly Mass Wednesday 8.20am
Parents/ Carers visiting school should sign
in at reception

More Info
STM- VOTE TO BAG A SHARE
OF TESCO’S BAG FUND
STM is bidding to bag a massive cash boost from
the Tesco Bags of Help initiative.
We are delighted to let you know that our
application to the Tesco Bags of Help Grant
Scheme has been successful and our project
has been put forward to a customer vote in
all Bedford Tesco stores from Tuesday 1st

January to Thursday 28th February 2019.

MOBILE PHONE POLICY
We understand that some students may have mobile phones in their
possession for emergency contact with parents / carers and for travel
purposes. However they are not allowed to be seen or heard anywhere
on the school premises. This includes speakers and headphones.
Please see the school web site for Mobile Device full policy information.

Customers cast their vote using a token
given to them at the check-out in store each
time they shop. The project with the highest
number of tokens wins…. So let’s make it us!

OUR PROJECT - DRIVING
AMBITION…
As an extra-curricular activity, our
Design & Technology department
along with students (both boys
and girls) aged 11-18 design
and build electric powered
racing cars to competitively race
throughout the year.
We value each and every one of our students and our aim is to
ensure everyone has the same opportunities to be the best that
they can be without being held back due to family circumstances,
poverty or disadvantage. In addition, we actively promote our
girls to engage with Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
(STEM) and are very proud of the fact we have female designers,
pit crew and racing drivers on the team.
A wide range of students are involved in the racing team and
this project has worked wonders for these young people,
helping them to develop their inter-personnel skills, academic
knowledge and gain confidence in their everyday school life.
Here at St Thomas More School we strive to make every learning
opportunity exciting and memorable. Our aim is to open the
eyes of our students; show them what is possible, introduce
them to new technologies and above all, raise their aspirations.
A number of pupils who were originally involved in the design
and construction of the cars have now entered the engineering
world, with previous team members securing their place at
college to study car design or at University to study Engineering.

UNIFORM DONATIONS

In order for us to continue with our More Car Racing Team
for the coming year, we need to secure sponsorship funding
which will enable us to further develop our existing racing cars
and then enter the team into local and national competitions.
Sponsorship will also cover practice sessions on suitable
race tracks, provide the team with all of the required safety
equipment and cover transport and refreshments costs on race
days.

We would appreciate uniform items that are in good condition
and have been freshly laundered.

Don’t forget, voting will take place from Tuesday 1st
January 2019 to Thursday 28th February so spread
the word!

Please don’t throw away your perfectly good uniform!

Please hand in your donations at reception. Thank You

Thank you

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School
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More Info
EMMAUS

We’re open every day to all year groups
Mon-Thurs 8.30am - 4.30pm, Fri 8am - 4pm

WELCOME MASS
You are all invited to join us for our new Head Teacher,
Martin Bonner’s Welcome Mass in January.
The Mass will be celebrated by Monsignor Kevin Mc Ginnell,
staff and students on the 14th January at 7:00pm where we
will welcome Mr Bonner to our school community as he begins
his time with us as a serving Head Teacher.
After the Mass refreshments will be available.
We very much hope you can join us.

You can come to us if you need help with/to catch up on
homework or class work, print work, access different resources,
visit our hamster Berry, have fun in our lunch time Games
club...or just come down to have a chat!
This is also where students come for Isolation and some exams,
as well as a chat with the Careers adviser and every Thursday.
The school nurse is here too!
HOMEWORK CLUB is open every day from 8:30am, break,
lunchtime and after school until 4:30pm Mon-Thurs
and until 4pm on Friday.
You can receive support with any class/home
work you are finding difficult, access resources,
text books and internet and also print your work.

To all of the staff who organised,
supported and attended every
trip and activity…
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More Sports & Activities
6TH FORM FUN RUN

STM BAKE OFF!
Back in October we baked and
bought in aid of the Macmillan
Coffee Morning. It was a roaring
success and we were delighted to
have taken part. Each year, people
in the UK and worldwide host
their own Coffee Morning with
all the donations received going
towards Macmillan services.

We chose to eat
lots of cake at
St Thomas More
and raised a fantastic

Well done to everyone
who took part!

BOYS YR8
BASKETBALL
The boys have been working hard so far
this term, practising before school and
at lunchtime so they were in good shape
heading into the first round of their league
matches. They took a few minutes to find
their feet but soon got into their stride
and overcame Bedford Free School. In a
very competitive affair against Lincroft,
the boys showed great character to come
from behind and gain 2 victories. In week
2, despite having nearly 20 shots, the team
lost to Wixams who ran out 8-0 winners.
The boys then rallied and put in a much
better shooting performance to overcome
Castle Newnham. Into Week 3 and the
squad needed two positive results to
give themselves a good chance; Bedford
Academy proved tough opposition and
the boys squeezed past by a single point.
Into game 6 against a good Westfield side
where we were leading right up until the
last 3 seconds when Westfield scored to tie
the game. 4 wins, 1 draw and 1 loss means
the boys will have to wait and see if they
progress to the finals at the end of the year.
Congratulations to you all on your
successes to date!
Squad: Malcolm Acogo Solomon,
Senen Ametume, Chuks Anaele,
Kamarni Bedward, Daniel Domfeh,
Henry Finn, Andy Kamga, Jonathan Ngoy,
Tatenda Zisengwe.

£326.44

Thank you

SPOTLIGHT ON…
NAFIS ANSARI
One of our visually impaired students
Nafis has been fully emerged into PE and
Games lessons this term. Accompanied
by Mr Quinn, Nafis has been participating
in basketball and within moments was
impressing everyone by bouncing the ball
continuously some 15-20 times, quickly
moving on to close to fifty times.
During one lesson, the rest of the class
wore blindfolds, to appreciate how difficult
bouncing the ball was and for them too,
and soon realised what a true inspiration Nafis is.
Nafis has also joined the class on the field for the rugby sessions where, once again, with
Mr Quinn supporting, Nafis is experiencing catching and kicking a rugby ball.
It’s not been all fun and games though, as Nafis has also been in the gym working hard on
his stamina and strength!
We are very excited to have Nafis so fully emerged into the PE department and we can’t
wait to see his football skills after Christmas.
A huge thank you to Mr Quinn.

2018/2019 CLUBS AND SPORTING FIXTURES
Badminton
Basketball
Cheerleading
Dance
Football
Fitness Suite

St Thomas More Catholic Teaching School

Netball
Rugby
Table Tennis
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More Sports & Activities
Recently, Niamh McLoughlin,
year 7, competed in two different
competitions: The British Nationals in
August where she placed 28th and
the Great Britain’s in October where
she placed 64th. Her passion for Irish
dancing has grown over the 8 years
that she has been dancing for having
started at just three years old. Niamh
has been going to classes twice a
week and has trained extremely
hard in order to achieve such
impressive results. Her hard work and
determination over the last few years have been outstanding and
we all wish her the best of luck in her upcoming competitions.

YEAR 11 NETBALL SUCCESS!
The following girls have worked so
hard over the last 3 years. They have
progressed from playing Netball in
Division 1 to being promoted and
then WINNING the U16 Prem!
This means they have beaten every
school in Bedford Borough and
Central Beds.
We are incredibly proud of what
they have achieved; they are the
most successful Netball team that St
Thomas More has ever seen!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Leonie Brunning
Holly James
Lara Vile
Hilda Makamba
Lesley Acquaye
Alessia Riccio
Morgan Grant
Nikki Sutherland
Lucy Stutz

GIRLS RUGBY
This term has seen the re-introduction of
girl’s rugby, where girls from Year 8, 9 and 10
have participated. The girls were fortunate
enough to have the expertise of a coach
from the Junior Blues come into school and
lead some sessions. Thank you to Steve
Hyrmajilo from Bedford Junior Blues (Girls)
for coming in and coaching the girls.
The U15’s played some excellent rugby
and made huge improvements as the
competition went on. Although, they didn’t
manage to win a game, the girls never
dropped their heads and their enthusiasm
was great to see as for some playing the
sport for the first time.

JUMPING TO SUCCESS!
English Schools Athletics
Championships 2018
A huge well done to Leonie
Brunning who is now the 2nd
best High Jumper in Great
Britain for her age group.
Leonie won a silver medal
in the Home Internationals
- an incredible achievement
#SIAB2018 #teamengland
English Schools’ Athletic
Association.

FITNESS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
This term has seen
the pupils from Year
7-10 utilising the
fitness suite that
we have during
the after school
club. Both boys and
girls are enjoying
the opportunity to
work on and learn
different aspects
of fitness. As well
as using the cardio
vascular machines,
students also
use the running
machines, rowing
machines, step up machines and bikes. Students are starting to
develop knowledge with regards to the techniques of using very
light weights, so as they grow and are able to lift heavier ones, they
can do so safely and effectively.
It has been great to see the facility being used twice a week and
regularly with over 20 pupils in attendance.

The U13’s went into their tournament with
only 5 players (due to illness) but that didn’t
seem to bother the girls as they won their
first 3 matches, scoring 19 tries and only
conceding 2. They unfortunately came up
against a strong Wixams side in their fourth
match where they just lost out but rallied
and won their fifth and final game to place
them as District Runner’s Up – a superb
effort!
Squad: Daniella Hyrmajilo,
Anne Mccafferty, Emily Parker,
Ellie Stokley, Patryca Teresinska

Squad: Anastasia Acquaye, Trin Haines,
Tia Hill, Success Ihama, Kiara Oliveira,
Siba Mguga, Keren Nzazi.
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SPORTS LEADERS
On Friday 9th November all the Primary
schools in the Bedford and Kempston
School Sports Partnership once again
came up to St Thomas More where they
took part in a multi skills sports event. The
purpose of the day was to help improve
and develop the Year 1 and Year 2
children’s multi skills in different activities.
The day was overseen and run by some of
our 6th Form students and Year 10 GCSE
PE students. They did a fantastic job and all
the children had a fun day.
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IRISH DANCING SUCCESS

