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INTRO
Welcome to the winter edition of More News.
As we approach the Christmas break, this edition enables us
to look back with great pride on so many highlights from the
past few months and reflect on how much we have achieved
as a community.
Some of my personal highlights have included the school musical, ‘Hairspray’, at the
end of last school year. I have seen many a school show, but the talent on display was
awesome. The Awards ceremony was another very special evening. The chance to
celebrate the success of so many students, joined by their families, was lovely.
Of course, the opening of Emmaus was a particularly special event for us as a school.
So much work and planning had gone into this project that it was an especially happy
occasion to celebrate its official opening. Bishop Peter blessed the buildings and led us in
prayer and we were joined by Mayor Dave Hodgson. Although the work on the building
of the Emmaus centre is now complete, we focus now on the building of Emmaus as a
community. This first class facility will allow us to offer the very best support to those that
need that little bit more to enable them to succeed. We are very lucky and thankful to
have a stunning building that symbolises how important it is to us to be a fully
inclusive school.
In schools, the dark winter months can be challenging and people do get tired as they
work through the longest term in the school year, but as we approach the brightness and
joy of Christmas it reminds us of the things that are most important. The relationships we
build; the hopes we all share; and the desire to be happy and feel the goodwill of others
as we journey onwards. We will celebrate these things together as a school community
and I extend to you all my warmest best wishes as you celebrate with your families.
I wish you all a holy and peaceful Christmas.

Martin Bonner
Head Teacher
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TERM DATES
2019-2020
TERM 2

INSET day
INSET day
School opens to students
Last day of term for students

Friday 3rd January 2020
Monday 6th January 2020
Tuesday 7th January 2020
Friday 14th February 2020

HALF TERM BREAK
School opens to students
Last day of term for students

Monday 24th February 2020
Friday 3rd April 2020
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EASTER BREAK

CONTENTS

TERM 3

School opens to students
Bank holiday
Last day of term for students
HALF TERM BREAK
School opens to students
Last day of term for students

Monday 20th April 2020
Friday 8th May 2020
Friday 22nd May 2020
Monday 1st June 2020
Friday 17th July 2020
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Page 4

More Info
Page 5
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Pages 6-7

More Awards
Pages 8-9

A Short Story
See page 11

More Trips

ATTENDANCE &
PUNCTUALITY
As a school we place great importance on attendance and
punctuality as these have a real impact on the attainment of all
students. We are therefore asking for the continued support of
all our parents and carers in working towards having no lateness
to school each day and the lowest possible absence rate.

See pages 12-13

More Sixth Form
See pages 14-15

More Sport
See page 16

More Clubs and Enrichment
See page 17

We acknowledge that the majority of our students have
excellent records of attendance and punctuality. However,
for a small minority this is not the case and so the following
procedures have been put in place:

More Chaplaincy

• Students falling below 92% attendance will be discussed
with the Education Welfare Officer
• Students falling below 90% attendance will have an
Attendance Plan
• The school will not sanction any holidays in school time as
directed by the Department of Education
• Students who are late to school will have a phone call home
• Students with more than 3 lates will
have an after school detention with their
Progress Coordinator
we have
• Failure to attend the after school
been set a
detention or continued lateness will
school target of
result in a Senior Management detention

See page 19

There is a REWARDS system in place
for those students who have good and
improved attendance and punctuality.
If you have any queries about attendance
then please contact Mr. Hopkins,
Assistant Headteacher

See page 18

Uniform Reminder

97%
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EVENTS
THE OPENING
OF EMMAUS
For just over two years we have been working on
replacing our student support centre - Emmaus. Just
before half term we hosted two celebration events.
On the Tuesday evening we welcomed family and
friends to tour our new facility and on the Friday
morning we had the official ribbon cutting.
Bishop Peter Doyle and Mayor Dave Hodgson
did the task of ribbon cutting before leading
the assembled guests into the centre. We were
joined by representatives from local clergy, our
directors, Bedford Borough officials and those
support services who work closely with us. It was
also wonderful to entertain the architect, builders
and project managers in the centre that they had
worked so closely with us to create.
The service was a lovely celebration involving a
number of students in many different ways. We
celebrated focusing on the words of St John Henry
Newman and our Gospel Value –

‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to
the full’
Our centre is now fully open and being used by
many members of our school community. It is
open to students before school from 8.30 and
after school until 4.30 as well as during break and
lunchtimes. During lesson times we welcome 6th
form students to work.
The role of all staff in our Emmaus Centre is to
provide support to our students on their journey
through St Thomas More School, we are very proud
that this can now happen in a beautiful, peaceful
space that is clearly build for purpose.
I would like to thank all those who have made this
building possible and those who strive to live out
our values every day.
Mechelle Claxton - Head of Individual Needs

ABOUT THE EVENT:
The new Emmaus centre’s opening ceremony occurred on 18th of October. It
was a monumental event in the school’s history that was characterised by the
ethos and Catholic values of our community, which has created a mentally and
physically healthy environment for both practitioners and pupils. It commenced
with the beautiful performance from the school’s worship choir, who sang
praise songs in harmony to set a calm and optimistic mood for the rest of
the event.
After the singing, our dancers entertained everyone there with a magnificent
display of technique and elegance. The audience, consisting of prominent
figures like Bishop Peter and the Mayor of Bedford, Dave Hodgson, then
watched and listened to a prayer from Missio intriguingly communicated
through sign and word before finally being treated to readings of Catholic
scripture and the prayer of the new English Saint, St John Henry Newman.
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After the blessing Mr Bonner then spoke to the assembled audience. Those that
contributed to the completed project, led by the efficient and scrupulous Mrs
Claxton, were also rightfully praised, and their efforts were properly realised
and celebrated as achievements.
The centre is expected to play an important role in assisting the pupil body both
academically, pastorally and emotionally. St Thomas More is proud to be in such
august company and help foster its rich, positive community spirit. We have all
truly served God first in this successful endeavour to improve our facilities, and
we hope that the good times shall continue. ‘I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full’ (John 10:10).
Tolga Eskici Year 13

WHICH SYSTEM IS
USED FOR WHAT?
Improving the efficiency of our communication by
reducing our use of postal mail and increasing our
use of email is one of our key aims.
Benefits include reducing the schools carbon
footprint, saving money and being able to
communicate quickly and effectively. To do this,
it is vital that the school holds accurate contact
details for parents and carers.

You can update your contact information by
contacting the school office directly or by logging
on to your MyChildatSchool (MCAS) account – you
will find the link on the school website.

INFO

SYSTEM

WHAT IT’S USED FOR

FIREFLY

This is a learning platform offering
access to:
• homework tasks
• learning resources
• extra challenge activities

There is also other information for
parents and students regarding:
• Prayer Room
• Learning Resource Centre
• Careers
• Internal examination information

Sharing information regarding your
child’s:
• attendance
• parents evening bookings
• updating contact details
• assessment and reports

• exam timetables
• school timetables
• teaching staff
• Receiving texts and emails

Communicating information with
parents and carers.
The types of information shared using
email includes:
• general information, updates and
opportunities

• information about sanctions and
consequences

Communicating information with
parents and carers.
The types of information shared using
SMS message includes:
• lateness

• uniform
• behaviour, including praise

The school’s Virtual Learning
Environment (VLE).
This can be accessed via school
website or via App.

MCAS
This is accessed via their website
or an App.
This is our parent information
portal.

EMAILS
Accessed both via MCAS &
personal email accounts.
This is a Web and App based
communication tool.

SMS
Text messages sent directly to
your mobile phone.
Method of sharing information
with parents and carers.

MOBILE PHONES
We understand that some students may have mobile phones in their
possession for emergency contact with parents / carers and for travel
purposes. However they are not allowed to be seen or heard anywhere
on the school premises. This includes speakers and headphones.
Please see the school website for Mobile Device full policy information.

HALL FOR HIRE
Our school facilities are available for hire outside of school hours. For
any help regarding your booking enquiries.
Please contact the school office on,
Phone : 01234 400222
Email : central.finance@stm.beds.sch.uk
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CAREERS FAIR

ACTIVITIES

On Monday 8th July 2019 we held a Careers
Event in school for the students in Year 9, 10 and
12. We had a vast range of delegates from local
companies and organisations who joined us for this
very successful event including; Lockheed Martin,
Woodfines Solicitors, Bedford Hospital NHS Trust,
Acorn House Veterinary Hospital, Kier, Bedfordshire
Fire and Rescue Service, Royal Navy, RAF, Army,
Lanes and Holmes Estate Agents and many
more. Representatives from various Universities
and Colleges such as University of Bedfordshire,
Cranfield University and Bedford College Group
also participated in the event.

TRANSITION DAY
Students from St John Rigby spent an
afternoon at St Thomas More for a Transition
afternoon. Students were engaged in an
afternoon of drama, theatre, English and team
building skills offered by St Thomas More
staff from the Food, DT, Textiles and English
Departments and help from the University
of Bedfordshire.

Students had the opportunity to meet professionals
and ask questions to gain an insight into their
place of work and job role. The day was invaluable
and has hopefully inspired our young people to
consider their future careers paths and make
decisions about their next steps.

NOVEMBER
NUMERACY

A number of activities took place during this November
Numeracy. All forms took part in a form time quiz on numeracy.
Every Wednesday there were activities taking place at lunch
time. The activities included board games, connect four and
construction activities. In addition, there were activities that
involved working with other departments.
On the 7th November 2019 twelve Year 12 students
participated in one of the biggest maths competitions in the
UK; the senior maths challenge. The maths challenge is a run
by The UK Mathematics Trust which was founded in 1996
whose aim is to advance the education of young people in
mathematics by working with hundreds of volunteers across
the UK to organize competitions promoting problem solving
and team work and other mathematical enrichment activities.
On the 6th Febuary 2020 the Year 9 and 10 students will be
participating in the intermediate maths challenge and the
Year 7 and 8 students will be taking part in the junior maths
challenge on the 30th april 2020.
Good luck to all those participating.

ART SHOWCASE
On the 18th July we welcomed family, friends,
neighbours and staff members to view the work of
our GCSE and A Level Art and Design, Graphics and
Textiles students. The evening was a great success,
as we celebrated yet another year of outstanding
practical work, with many commenting that they
couldn’t quite believe that this was the work of
16 to 18 year old students and not professional
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artists and designers. Students explored an array
of complex and personal themes, creating work
which ranged from expressive paintings, to textilebased installations. We are immensely proud of all
that our students have achieved and look forward
to hearing of their successes in the next stage of
their study.

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
27TH SEPTEMBER 2019
The world’s biggest coffee morning is Macmillan’s
biggest fund raising event. People all over the UK
host their own coffee mornings and all donations on
the day are made to Macmillan. Every penny made at
these events is put towards the cause. They raised an
incredible £26,914,382 last year!

We joined the event with cakes in the staff room at
break time for the staff, cake sales in the playground
for the students and a pop up café in the Sixth Form
centre during lunchtime. The staff took part in the
guess the number of berries in a pie competition and
all over the school people were posing to take cherry
on top of the cake selfies!

Macmillan supports all those living with cancer,
at all stages of their treatment, prior, during and
even aftercare. They provide specialist health care,
information and financial support and many other
things to people affected by cancer and their families.

A huge thank you to all who
helped to make this such a
successful day.

£296
RAISED!

SIXTH FORM FUN RUN
The Sixth Form Fun run is an annual fancy dress event,
raising money, through sponsorship for St Vincent De
Paul Charity. Following half term, each tutor group are
allocated a family in need. Each tutor group will buy gifts
and treats with their sponsorship money, which will be
wrapped for Christmas for their family. These will be
distributed to Vincent De Paul before we break up so that
they can be passed onto the family before the big day!

SCIENCE FAIR
The Science department’s internal policy is to ensure
that students are not only exploring science in the
classroom but have the opportunity to practice what
they learn in real life experiences. There by unearthing
their potential and igniting the scientist in them.
On Friday 5th July 2019, our Year 8 students took part
in our annual Science Fair, which is a multipart project
where students complete a science journal, research

paper, display board and undertake presentations
during the fair. Students selected their topics
independently and showed great passion and zeal in
their preparations and demonstrations on the day.
We were joined by industry leaders in science, public
officials, education professionals and current and past
students, who visited each display on the day to see
the student experiments in action.

SCHOOL SHOW 2019 – HAIRSPRAY!
The 12th July 2019 brought to a close another
phenomenal performance by St Thomas More
students. The culmination of nearly 6 month’s
work, our performance of Hairspray was another
triumph, with sell out shows and a lovely sense
of camaraderie amongst the cast and crew. The
Drama and Performing Arts Department couldn’t
be prouder of the students, for their patience,
professionalism and unquestionable talent.

MUSICAL
Act 1

Their production roles big and small were all of
enormous value and every contributor helped to
create an unforgettable experience.
Next year’s show to be announced in the
spring… watch this space!
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AWARDS
Congratulations to all our award winning students
on this fantastic evening that celebrated their
progress, success and talents in the last
academic year.
As teachers, we have the pleasure of working with some extremely talented
and gifted students, to develop their potential and to enable them to be the
very best that they can be.
As a community we have a wealth of talent amongst us and we are here to
recognize the great achievements of all of the young people here.
We are extremely pleased to welcome to present the awards a very special
guest; who is a former student of St Thomas More and has since forged a
successful career path in the world of business. From a young age, Libby had
his heart set on running his own business.
Whilst at school, on the weekends and in the holidays, he spent his time
working in a café, in restaurant kitchens and for an outside catering company;
all to gain valuable experience that would later stand him in good stead to
launch his first independent trading venture: a snack stall on St Paul’s Square,
close to where La Piazza is now.
Libby was called up for national service in Italy. Some may have seen this
as a hindrance but Libby accepted this as an opportunity to see a different
environment and for the experience.
Whilst joining the army taught discipline and routine, Libby’s assignments
included protecting Pope John Paul 2nd, two Italian Presidents and many
Ambassadors and Prime ministers. His time in the army was to open up a new
line of career for Libby that started with Security and led him also to become a
Special constable and now also a specialist cadet instructor.
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Libby has continued with both of these and has provided security at major
events for people such as Lewis Hamilton, Nico Rosberg, Marvin Hughes (JLS)
and Professor Green (the rapper). In addition to this, on his return from the
Army, Libby sort to make his initial dream a reality; to own his own restaurant
and now runs La Piazza in St Pauls Square.
A man of many talents and an entrepreneur too, Libby has also been in the film
‘Walans Song’, playing the part of a hit man and has also been seen on a wellknown supermarket chain’s advert too!
We are delighted that such an esteemed former student could be there on the
night to present the awards and to share his story with us.

AWARD WINNERS

2019

English:

Drama:

Jeevan Dosanjh YR7; Julia Cipollone Perez YR8; Hannah Sandhu YR9;
Chanay Hendrickson YR10; Aaron Mingay YR12.
Special Award: Tolga Eskici YR13.

Isabel Gikami YR7; Francesca Ferrara YR7; Kate Maynard YR8;
Wiktoria Wojcik YR9,
SpeciaL Award: Tia Layne YR8; Roman Picariello YR9

Media Studies:

Performing Arts:

Thomas Young YR10; Sian Gharu YR12.

ICT Core and Computer Science:

Arabella Horwood YR8; Agatha Roberts YR9;
Dustin Paciorkowski YR10; Shahanna Gill YR12.

Mathematics:

Elliot Tempest YR7; Asi Nkyi YR8; Rachel Roberts YR 9; Karolina Lucas YR10;
Hermione Andrews YR12.
Special Award: Murad Ali YR10.
Special A Level Mathematics: Zarrin Rahman YR13.

Business:

Pelumi Adekunle YR10.
BTEC Single: Dylan Hart YR13.
BTEC Double: Vesta Semaite YR13.
LIBF Finance: Emilia Ives YR13.
A Level Business: Sian Gharu YR13.

Science:

Hugh Blaney YR10,
Special Award: Lucia Carrasco-Menendez YR10.

Psychology:

Riya Jahan YR13.

Sociology:

Narjis Ghyas YR10; Silvija Matvejevaite YR12,
2nd Year Sociology: Morgan Jenkins YR10.

Art:

Kristopher Ranada YR7; Jasmine Kebby YR8; Jennifer Forster YR9;
Alicia Bambury YR10; Amina Pagliari YR12,
Special Award: Faith Leal YR8.

Graphics:

Roshan Bhungar YR10.

Photography:

Imogen Jones YR10.

Armani Shaw YR7; Asi Nkyi YR8; Alwyn Siby YR9; Karolina Lucas YR11.
Physics: Reuben Williams YR12.
A-Level Chemistry: Oliwia Nahajowska YR13.
A-Level Biology: Riya Jahan YR13.

Abbey Hopkins YR7; Penelope Bull YR8; Josh Mansfield YR9; Jakub Twardy YR10.

The Krys Hawkins Award:

Carrie Rigarlsford YR7; Satasha Kumari YR8; Aaron Serjeant YR9;
Jennifer Reilly YR10.

Hermione Andrews YR13.

History:

Elliot Tempest YR7; Faith Leal YR8; Analisa Finn YR10;
Special Award: Elliot Leeson YR13.

RE:

Amiel Nzazi YR7; Kate Maynard YR8; Agatha Roberts YR9; Dalu Alozie YR10.

Theology and RE:
Aaron Mingay YR13.

Chaplaincy Prize:

Aimee Opare YR12; Hermione Andrews YR13; Diya Bechoo YR13;
Francesca Peduto YR13; Tolga Eskici YR13; Aaron Mingay YR13;
Josh Brunning YR13; Sneha Shanthakumar YR13.

Geography:

Alexa’J Abbey YR7; Kate Maynard YR8; Agatha Roberts YR9;
Alex Ventrone YR10; Gabriella Hrymajlo YR12.

Modern Foreign Languages:

French: Francesca Ferrara YR7; Andis Mincans YR8;
Yoyo Ng YR10; Schilo Zzembela YR10; Emilia Ives YR13.
Italian: Tilly Chidavarume YR10; Nafis Ansari YR10; Emilia Ives YR13.
EAL: Andra Iordan YR7; Julia Cipollone Perez YR8; Kacper Wasilewski YR10.
Polish: Gabriela Kolasińska YR10.

Food Preparation and Nutrition:
Textiles:

Resistant Materials:

Julia Trawczynska YR7; Ciaran McDonagh YR8;
Hannah Sandhu YR9; Matthew Williams YR10.

Product Design:

Zuzanna Cwikla YR12.

Design Technology:

Special Award: Lilly-Mae Dawson YR9.
EPQ: Aaron Mingay YR13.

Pastoral:

Opheliah-Mai Cardinale-Campbell YR7, Asi Nkyi YR8;
Hannah Sandhu YR9; Alex Ventrone YR10.

Outstanding Achievements at GSCE:
Leonie Brunning YR12; Alessia Riccio YR12.

Outstanding Progress in Year 12:

Hermione Andrews YR13; Aaron Mingay YR13; Oliwia Nahajowska YR13.

Sixth Form Co-Curriculum:
Josh Brunning YR13.

Sportswoman of the Year:

Miriam Carrasco Menendez YR10.

Emmaus:

Sportsman of the Year:

Health and Social Care:

Head Teacher’s Award:

Rebecca O’Hare YR11; Kacper Wasielewski YR11.
Special Award: Schilo Nzembela YR10,
Double: Lucy Hearn YR12; Maddie Hull YR12
Single: Phoebe Murphy YR12
Double Special Award: Shahanna Gill YR12.

Freddie Dutton YR11.

Gabriella Hrymajlo YR13

WE
L
DON L
E!
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ARE YOU
LOGGED ON?

Kate Maynard

Step 1: Go to St Thomas More’s web site

SHORT STORY

Step 2: Click on this icon, which states VLE when you hover over it
Step 3: Click on the green box:
“Logging in for the first time? Activate your account.”
Step 4: Insert your email address here, the one that as a parent you have
provided to the School Office. Then press “Activate account”. You will
then receive an email with a password to use. Your child/ren will have
been active for the last couple of weeks so please ask them about the
system; they can help you explore what is on offer.
Step 5: Should your email not work, or you have changed it. You will
need to update the School’s records to gain access to Firefly. Please email
updatemydetails@stm.beds.sch.uk with the following information:
• Your first name and surname
• Your child/ren’s first name(s) and surname(s), followed by the year group
• Your details will be updated as soon as possible by the office.
Should you not provide us with all of the information above,
there will be a delay processing your update request.
Once logged on to Firefly, you can access your child’s learning data
including to help support your child’s learning. This includes the
homework your child has been set, what the task is and when it is due.
In addition, you will also find copies of school letters, school news, your
child’s timetable and the school calendar.

Parents
Download the Firefly Parent App from your
phone or tablets app store.
Enter the School Code of STM and enter the
login details you use to get into firefly.
Students
Download the Firefly Students App from your
phone or tablets app store. Enter the School
Code of STM, scroll down until you find
Office 365 and enter the login details you use
to get into firefly.


 
   
 
 


 
  

C

“

ome on slow-coaches! We are almost there!” I called back
to the others as they stumbled across the hill behind me.

“If I could walk any faster, I will get up there and punch you
in the stomach making you regret everything you have said.
But, alas, we are left to dream.” Claire called back up at me
and I let out a chuckle even though I knew she was serious
(you are lucky to survive one of her punches and live to tell
the tale).
“Yeah cut us some slack, we have never climbed a mountain
like you before. I think I am doing pretty well for my first
proper climb.” James looked proud of himself for a second
before Kathy brought him back down to earth.
“James Benjamin Clayfoot, sorry to burst your bubble but,
just yesterday, you were basically in tears and yelling at us
to go on without you and leave you to die on the side of the
mountain in peace. You are lucky Luke and I managed to
convince Claire to put down the knife and not to ’put an end
your misery before it is too late’.”
James turned bright red and turned with terrified eyes
towards Claire. She just gave him an evil smile and told him
that the offer was still on if he ever felt like giving up again.
We are an odd group of friends. James and Kathy are cousins,
but are more like siblings with the way they act. Claire has
been my friend since I moved in with my aunt and uncle and
got bullied at school. She came in and basically saved me
from breaking down on the floor on my first day of school. We
met Kathy a university and she introduced us to James; we
got along at once. I like to think of us as the first founders of
Hogwarts: Kathy as Ravenclaw, she is always there when in
need of knowledge or wisdom; James as Hufflepuff, he is just
the best cook in the world; Claire as Gryffindor, she is always
brave enough and too stubborn to step down from a fight; and
me as Slytherin, it takes someone very cunning to convince
these three to come on an adventure like this with me.
I smiled to myself and looked out across the horizon of
villages and forests going on for miles, all happy and peaceful.
Not knowing of the danger above them.
All this could be gone if you don’t get there in time and stop
the eruption.
Sometimes the voice in my head can get annoying and state
the obvious.
“If you think about going anywhere near me with that knife,
than--” James and Claire’s little squabbles suddenly brought
me back to my senses as I snapped back to now.
“Oh, I’m terrified. Will you start singing Hello by Adel, or
worse you will stop breathing to prove a point like you do
when you have one of your toddler tantrums.” Claire was
teasing James on his little tantrums again, classic.
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“No, I will no longer cook spaghetti bolognese.” I stared in
horror at James as both Kathy and Claire did the same.
“You would not dare . . .” Claire looked terrified and took a
step away from James like he was a psycho (you might think
we are overreacting, but you have not tried his bolognese- a
professional cook could not do it better).
“I’m serious.” James said and gave Caire an evil cackle.
“James, you might be going a bit far with this. Take deep
breaths and think about what you are saying.” Kathy held out
her hands like she was trying to calm a wild animal.

magnificent rock. It was slightly bigger than a football
with one side of it completely smooth with the other rigid
and cracked.
“It is incredible, incredibly big! How are we going to get this
down the mountain?” Claire looked like she was about
to explode.
“We just need to take a sample of the rock and a few pictures,
then we can get going. Don’t panic--” the ground shook
beneath our feet.
“What is going on?” James looked terrified.

“Only when Claire promises me that the knife will stay in her
bag until needed.”

“Oh no.” both Kathy and I shared a look that said we both
know the worst was yet to come.

“Claire, you know how much is on the line here. Please just
agree and move on.”

“We need to go, now!” I said grabbing her arm.

Claire looked so torn right now, I’m surprised that she didn’t
rip in two.
“Fine.” she finally said and both me and Kathy let out a
sigh of relief.
When they finally caught up, Claire started to complain that
she was too hungry to go any further.
“Well then I guess it is time for . . .” everyone stared at James
eagerly, “sandwiches.”
We all let out a groan but still proceeded to sit down.
“So,” Kathy brought out her laptop that she used for
measuring the volcano, “the pressure of the volcano has
grown at a steady rate for the past couple of days and,
according to my tilt meter, the ground sloped up quite
significantly. How have these people not seen the signs yet?”
everyone looked up towards the neighbouring mountain - or
really the unknown volcano - as shivered at the thought of
what it could do to the area around it, or the rest of the world.
“They are just farms people and the government doesn’t
really care about them. If it wasn’t for Luke, I don’t think
anyone would look into it and actually care.” Claire managed
to say between sandwiches and belches.
“Well I guess we should get going.” I stood up and the others
groaned in response.
The last bit of evidence we need to convince the rest of the
world was at the top of this mountain - Mount Jasmini - and it
was a bit of rock that had been thrown out of the volcano from
the last explosion. According to my dad, he climbed up here
and had never seen anything quite like the rock: it was about
the size of a football and had left a giant crater at the top of
the mountain where it had landed. It was exactly what we
need to convince the world that this was a volcano.

“We just need a quick sample otherwise we came all this way
for nothing.” kathy said pulling her arm out of my grip.
James took out a camera and started taking pictures.
“Right let's go!” I yelled and the others followed me down
vthe mountain.
“It is going to be okay. Sometimes earthquakes can happen
a couple of days before the volcano erupts.” Kathy kept
muttering to herself, and I wished I could believe her.
“Your right, we just need--”
Boom! Kathy screamed as she fell to the floor and looked up
towards the volcano. A giant cloud of smoke was coming out
of the top and blocking out the sun.
The sky went dark. Everything went dark as the mountain
erupted in smoke and ash. I turned towards my companions
and their worried faces mirrored mine; but before I knew it,
they disappeared as night fell. I yelled out, trying to find them
again, but I got no response back. It was too late, I had failed.
I stumbled and fell, trying to reach my friends and get passed
this cloud of thick black mist, but there was no end to the
nothingness, and it seemed to engulf me as I dropped to the
floor once more.
“Hello! Please, can anybody hear me?” I tried once more,
searching for a response. Anything to let me know that my
friends are still out there, still fighting, still . . . still alive.
Once again, ne response and I buried my head in my hands,
trying to protect it from the dust that had possessed the sky.
Even though I was halfway up the mountain, I could still hear
the faint cries of the people below, trying to find family and
those they love. However, everyone knew it was too late. It
was the end.

We kept on walking, but something was nagging at me at the
back of my head.
“Hey Kath, when is the volcano going to erupt?”
“It is hard to say, it could be anywhere between two weeks
and any second now.”
“Well we better get going then.” Claire ran past me, but then
quickly ran out of breath and doubled over with a stitch.
“We should hurry, but I don’t think we should do things that
will make us out of breath before we even get to the top.”
James laughter to himself and Claire gave him an evil stare
before rolling her eyes and carrying up the mountain.
The sun began to set and the sky was painted with amber and
gold as we made our way up to the peak of Mount Jasmini.
“Oh my god! It is beautiful!” Kathy had seen the rock first
and was running towards it examining every inch of the
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TRIPS

ITV ANGLIA NEWSROOM
TAKE OVER!
When ITV Anglia News contacted Mrs Treliving to
invite the St Thomas More students back to their
studios for another Open Newsroom day there
was only one answer…YES!
A group of Year 10 Media students set off to Norwich for our 11am call time.
We started the day with a tour of the newsroom where we met different
members of the news team who told us about their job and how the
technology they use works. We then were thrown straight into the studio
where we had an opportunity to use their set! We started behind the news
desk learning how to read from an auto cue, everyone got in front of the
camera and had a go, Ben even got to read with Helen an ITV Anglia Pro. We
then moved onto the weather with Chris Page. We quickly found out that it is a
lot harder than it looks to talk to the camera and point in the right direction.
Our next activity was a camerawork and editing workshop with two ITV
reporters. The students settled into these roles and were confident in front
of the camera and using the equipment. We then had a go at live reporting
using the new technology that ITV Anglia have introduced that allows them to
broadcast live straight into the studio from any location. We got the chance to
present in front of the camera as well as have a go in the Gallery where all of
the footage needs to be put together and cut with the presenters in the studio.
After our day of hands on experience we did a Facebook Live Q and A with
a variety of staff from ITV including news reader and journalist Becky Jago.
ITV provided an excellent hand on behind the scenes hay that really opened
our eyes to working in the media and news and demonstrated just how multi
skilled you have to be to work in such a changing industry.

EGX – EUROGAMER 2019
At the end of last term 55 Computer Science, ICT and Media students
accompanied by five teachers, eagerly clambered on to a coach heading
towards the Excel Centre in London to attend the EGX 2019 event, a staple on
the St Thomas More trip calendar!
EGX is the UK’s biggest video game event, attracting around 75,000 people to
the Excel London.
What makes EGX successful is that it celebrates every aspect of gaming and
the event also supports the UK’s vibrant indie scene where emerging bedroom
developers showcased their micro budget games alongside the blockbusters.
On top of that, there was the chance to hear from international game
developers, with talks throughout the four days and a jobs fair. Keen students
had the chance to play some of the most hotly anticipated upcoming games
like ‘Super Mario Odyssey’, ‘Assassin’s Creed Odyssey’, ‘Division 2, and ‘Fortnite
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which are likely to outsell many of biggest releases
this Christmas.
They were also able to engage in Virtual
Reality (or VR as it is known), which refers
to computer technologies that use
software to generate realistic images,
sounds and other sensations that
replicate a real environment – a
truly amazing experience!
Once again the trip was highly
successful and we look forward
to visiting next year!
Mrs K Dosanjh - Head of
Media and ICT

YEAR 7 KIDZANIA TRIP
On Wednesday 9th October our Year 7 students went to KidZania in Westfield
London, which is an indoor city run by kids. During their experience students
could choose from a number of real-life activities and test their skills in a variety
of professions.
Building their confidence as they stepped into real life roles such as a Doctor,
Dentist, Police Officer, Pilots and news presenters just to mention a few. It was
an opportunity for students to explore 24 STEM careers through interactive
working environments including uniforms, simulators and worksheets.
An incredibly fulfilling experience for me when a student said ‘thank you Mrs
Oppong it has always been my dream to come here’.
Mrs J Oppong - Head of Science

The Library
needs you!
Do you have what it takes to be
a Library Leader?

We are looking for some dedicated year 7
–9 students to support with the running
of the library.
This is an opportunity to become a Leader within the school and take charge of a
vital area within the school.
Applications can be found at reception
and need to be returned to Miss Bennetts
by 31st January 2020.
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SIXTHFORM

MATHEW DAVIES
Life after STM
“I BELIEVE THAT THIS PROJECT,
ALONG WITH THE SUPPORT
AND ENCOURAGEMENT FROM MR
PRUDDEN, INFLUENCED MY DECISION TO
FOLLOW A CAREER IN ENGINEERING.”
If someone were to describe my personality as I started my education at St
Thomas More School they would have probably listed off such things as quiet,
shy, reserved or apprehensive. However, if you were to describe me now, 6
years after first joining St Thomas More’s Sixth Form those wouldn’t be the
adjectives that would come to mind.
I have always had an interest in Motorsport and Engineering, however, I would
have never envisaged myself pursuing a career in either. This was until I became
involved with a small project within the school called Greenpower Racing. The
aim of the project was to design, build and race a small single seater electric
car. During the first 3 years at St Thomas More, under the supervision of Mr
Prudden, I was given the opportunity to get involved in the project. This was
something that I discovered that I really enjoyed. The project included areas
such as manufacturing, where I had no previous experience. When I entered
the Sixth Form, alongside taking subjects such as Maths, Physics and IT, I had
the opportunity to complete an extended project within the Greenpower team.
For this, I spent the year leading the team in the design and development of the
STM-05. We took the car to race tracks across the country including Goodwood,
Rockingham and Bedford Autodrome, competing against schools nationally.
We achieved good results which lead to the team qualifying for the national
finals. Throughout my time in the team I learnt a wide variety of skills which
enabled me to become a far more confident and driven person.
To this day, I believe that this project, along with the support and
encouragement from Mr Prudden, influenced my decision to follow a
career in Engineering.
After completing my A Levels, I moved on to the University of Hertfordshire
to study Motorsport Technology with Automotive Engineering. This was a
three year degree course with an optional placement year. Alongside the
degree, I became involved with a project similar to that of Greenpower. It
is called Formula Student and is Europe’s most well established Engineering
competition. This project had the same principles as Greenpower, but now the
racing car was to be designed and built totally by the students. This was to be
a much larger and complex project. During my three years working in the team
my main role was to work within the aerodynamics department. In my final
year I gained the position of Aerodynamic Lead.
During my placement year (between year 2 and year 3) I worked as a Composite
Design Engineer for a company in Littlehampton, West Sussex. This gave me
first-hand experience of working in my chosen field.
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The final year of University was dedicated to the designing and building of the
UH22, the University’s last Combustion Formula Student car. After completion,
the car and the team travelled to Assen in the Netherlands, Varano in Italy
and Silverstone in the UK to compete with other teams across Europe. Our
car performed well achieving “Most Efficient Car” in both the Netherlands
and the UK and we were able to put in a range of strong performances at all
competitions with the best being 4th overall in the Netherlands. I gained a vast
amount of knowledge and understanding of the engineering world during my
time in Formula Student.
I graduated from the University of Hertfordshire in June 2019 having
accomplished a First Class Honours degree.
Since graduating from University I have since found employment
with a company called MarchantCain, a small Automotive Design
Consultancy that specialises in active aerodynamics, window
regulators and mechatronics.

HEAD GIRL
Tell me a bit about yourself?
Hi, my name is Gabriella and this year I have the honour of representing the school as head girl. I’m
currently in year 13 studying A-Levels in maths, biology and geography and I would like to go on to
study Geography at University.

What made you want to become Head Girl at STM?
Ultimately, I just wanted the opportunity to give something back to the school, as STM has helped
me extensively since starting in year 9. I also wanted the chance to implement some positive changes
within the school which will benefit students in the future.

What does your role of Head Girl consist of?
My role of Head Girl consists of representing the school in a variety of events. Some of these include
speaking to prospective parents and students at open evening, giving tours of the school to high-profile
visitors and promoting the school at local secondary schools. The Junior leadership team also meet on a
regular basis and discuss future ideas and how we intend to implement them.

What has been your most memorable moment at STM?
For me this would be the trip to Iceland in year 11. An amazing trip which I will never forget. I highly
recommend!

When you move on from STM what mark do you hope to leave?
I would like to implement a more sustainable and positive future for STM, listening to everybody’s voice and
opinion, hopefully kickstarting change that future junior leadership teams will continue to support.

What is your favourite quote?
‘Reach for the moon, even if you fall short, you’ll land among the stars’

What does the future hold for you?
(All being well) Geography at the University of Birmingham. After that, I am not too sure exactly, but I guess we
will just wait and see!

HEAD BOY
Tell me a bit about yourself?
My name is Josh and I am this year’s head boy.
Most people will know me from helping out in
the library, the prayer room and in the music
department. I’m currently studying Maths,
Physics, French and Product Design and am
hoping to go into broadcast engineering.

What made you want to become
Head Boy at STM?
In the first four years of me being a
student here at St Thomas More, I’ve
been involved in many different events
and celebrations in various roles and
I’ve always enjoyed that part of school
life. I think that I wanted to continue
being involved in that side of school and
felt that being head boy would allow me
to do so. It’s also not a bad thing to put
on my CV!

What does your role of Head Boy
consist of?
The main thing being head boy has been
about is promoting the school to the outside
and being a leader inside the school. So far
this year, I’ve helped in various presentations
encouraging students to join both Year 7 and Sixth

Form. I’ve also worked with the rest of the student
leadership team to develop ideas on how we could
make improvements to school life.

What has been your most memorable
moment at STM?
For me it was conducting the group performance
of Highlights from The Greatest Showman. I was so
pleased that the range of musical talent in school
was able to come together and perform as a large
group.

When you move on from STM what mark
do you hope to leave?
I hope that, through the student leadership team, I
am able to make the school more environmentally
friendly by increasing the use of recycle bins and
reducing the amount of plastic we use in school.

What is your favourite quote?
Opportunities are like sunrises. If you wait too long,
you miss them.

What does the future hold for you?
I’m hoping to do an apprenticeship in Broadcast
Engineering at the BBC. Failing that, I’d like to study
it at university.
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SPORT
YEAR 7 AND 8
GIRLS FOOTBALL
Six group games was the challenge for this squad comprising of
half Year 7 and half Year 8 which provided a nice mix. The girls
got off to a great start winning their first three matches, a solid
1-1 draw and another win the following week left the team with
one match to play with qualification already guaranteed. With a
few players missing the girls still made the game competitive but
lost their final game. Onto finals night, where undoubtedly stiffer
challenges lay ahead. With 2 wins and 2 losses the girls finished
in a very respectable 3rd place in the district.

YEAR 8 RUGBY
The boys got off to a great start with two wins against Wixams and Mark
Rutherford playing some superb rugby and showing that the training with Mr
Quinn was paying off. The next fixtures saw the team come up against a very
strong Lincroft where although the boys competed, Lincroft came out worthy
winners, a much closer game next against Goldington where the teams were
very evenly matched, with Goldington just edging it by a single try. The final
week of matches saw the squad end on a high with a tight win against Bedford
Academy and a very convincing win versus KCA. Overall a very positive term for
the boys, it has been so pleasing to see them progress since Year 7 and some
of the running rugby that they played just has to be applauded for them being
able to apply it from the training.

YEAR 10
SPORTS
LEADERS

U16 NETBALL
CHAMPIONS 2019
Congratulations to the Year
11 Netball girls who not only
won their league but had an
unbeaten season too!

THE TEAM:
Anelisa Finn
Siba Mguga
Adelaide Osafo-Kyewah
Briancia Mullings
Keren Nzazi
Schilo Nzembela
Mya Cataldo-Luke
Leeyane India
Davina Thomas
Erin Warke
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Our GCSE PE students have been
demonstrating their leadership qualities
and teaching skills as they have been
involved in two primary school multi sports
festivals. The first at Scott Primary, where
they led activities such as orienteering, cricket
and floor ball to Year 5 pupils from across 8
different schools. The most recent where we
hosted Year 1 and 2 pupils, with around 300 pupils in
our very own sports hall across the day. Activities included,
golf, hockey and indoor athletics to name a few. The group have been a real
credit to themselves and the school with how they have conducted themselves
on both days. There are certainly some future PE teachers in the making.

YEAR 7 RUGBY
Full of enthusiasm and a lot of raw talent is how I would describe this group of
boys so far. It has been so refreshing to see them arrive at training, some who
have never played the game before, just full of energy and so keen to learn.
After a few weeks of training, the raw talent was starting to gather some
structure and they were very quickly starting to look like a good
little side. With two victories, one draw and two losses,
this team have shown great potential and a great
attitude towards school sport.

HOLLY JAMES
In the summer I was invited to a trial
for the England Roses netball team
which was a 5-day camp. Over 80
girls across the country were invited
and I was one of the lucky 20 to
be selected into the squad. I am so
honoured to be a named part of the
U’19 England Team, I am excited to
go on this journey with the school and
my other netball teams.
Holly James - Year 12

ART CLUB
We have Year 7 and 8 Art club on Wednesday lunchtime,
activities run by Sixth Form students.
The Art room is open for students to work on Tuesday and
Wednesday lunchtimes and after school until 4.30.

ICT CLUBS
KS3 ICT lunch time club for girls every Monday, start date to
be confirmed.
Year 11 Media Coursework Support, any lunch time and
every Wednesday after school in room 24.
A-Level Media support / revision whenever students
request it.
ECDL Support every Tuesday after school in room 3.
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CHAPLAIN CY

A TASTE OF
CHAPLAINCY AT
ST THOMAS MORE
2018-2019
It has been a rewarding start to
the new term for Chaplaincy. We
have continued to offer a range
of lunchtime groups and prayer
activities including the Year 7 ICTHUS
group, the Tuesday Christian Union,
Wednesday worship group and
Sixth Form activities including Faith
Ambassadors, Alpha and post Alpha
groups. On Tuesdays Father Wayne the
parish priest from St Philip and St James/
Holy Cross organises for us to have the Blessed
Sacrament in school which allows a time of
quiet prayer and Adoration for individuals and
class groups.

NEW VOLUNTEERS
In September we were delighted to welcome two new volunteers to our school community. Stephanie
Lee the new Youth Minister based at St Philip and St James/ Holy Cross and Deacon Kevin from St
Josephs and the Holy child. They have both already got really involved in school attending various clubs
and groups run through chaplaincy and working with our young people. This is creating valuable links
between the parish and the school community. Stephanie and Deacon Kevin have been delivering
some Year 9 workshops on the Eucharist. This has provided an opportunity to reflect on the Mass both
in school and in the parish setting. Students have been encouraged to ask questions and explore, their
response has been very positive. As part of this activity thanks giving cards written by the students
were taken back to the parish and offered in the parish Mass.

EXTRAORDINARY
MONTH OF MISSION
MISSIO
In October we also celebrated with MISSIO the
Extraordinary Month of Mission. We had MISSIO
link workers deliver assemblies and across school
we were busy fundraising collecting 10p coins in
red cups.

RETREAT WORK
During September and October Year 7 and Year 8 teaching groups took part in a retreat activity based
at the Church of St Philip and St James. The theme was ‘Where is Jesus?’ and the students made a
journey of discovery and reflection. A range of youth workers supported the retreat work including,
Adele Jones and Becky Guynn from IMPACT Christian Schools Work Trust, AJ Youth Minister from
Christ Church Bedford and Stephanie Youth Minister from St Philip and St James/ Holy Cross. The
retreats were a great success and we are very grateful for the support from the different agencies.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

COFFEE & PRAYERS 2020

The month of October was important as we celebrated Catholic Schools week across the Diocese.
This year as Bedford Catholic Schools Trust we attended Sunday Mass at all of our Catholic
Churches in Bedford. We were able to speak about our schools and contribute to the liturgy.
As part of this occasion we also developed our parish link roles and will continue to build on
these relationships with the parishes. A highlight of this week is the Diocesan Mass at St Marys
Dunstable where we gathered with schools from across the Diocese to celebrate Mass together.

Wednesdays 9.15 -10.15am. An informal time of prayer
over a cup of coffee. All welcome!

15th January
18th March

13th May
8th July

UNIFORM REMINDER
PLEASE CAN WE REMIND YOU OF THE UNIFORM DRESS CODE
The majority of our students come to school each day in
the correct uniform and look very smart. However, there are some
students who either do not have their full uniform or choose to wear
things that are not acceptable. As a school, we pride ourselves on
highstandards in all aspects and this
includes uniform.

Students who do not comply with the code of dress risk being sent
home or sent to Isolation in our Emmaus Centre. Many thanks for your
continued support.

GIRLS

BOYS

• Blazer with crest*
• Black STM school skirt with crest*
• Black school trousers
(no stretchy or Jean style trousers, skinny fit or crop)
• White shirt
• School tie with crest*
• Black school crested jumper* (optional)
• Normal coloured tights/dark socks
• Sensible black shoes (no canvas or trainer style shoes, no boots)
• White polo shirt with crest* (summer wear only)
• Plain outdoor jacket or coat (no denim, no hooded or tracksuit tops)
• A protective apron; strong shoes (for workshop)

PE KIT
• White PE T-shirt with crest*
• Black shorts
• Trainers with white, clear or non-marking soles
• STM school rugby top crest*
• Black jogging suit (optional)
• Football boots
• Black socks
• Towel

Required School Uniform: Our uniform can be obtained only from Your
School Uniform – www.YourSchoolUniform.com

• Blazer with the school crest*
• Black school trousers (no stretchy or jean style trousers, skinny fit or crop)
• White shirt
• School tie with crest*
• Black school crested jumper* (optional)
• Sensible black shoes (no canvas or trainer style shoes, no boots)
• White polo shirt with crest* (summer wear only)
• Plain outdoor jacket or coat (no denim, no hooded or tracksuit style tops)
• A protective apron; strong shoes (for workshop)

PE KIT
• White PE T-shirt with crest*
• Black shorts
• Trainers with white, clear or non-marking soles
• Black fleece with crest*
• Black tracksuit bottoms (optional)
• Football boots
• Black socks
• Towel

*MUST BE BOUGHT FROM ONLINE SCHOOL SUPPLIER: WWW.YOURSCHOOLUNIFORM.COM
JEWLLERY

HAIR

• Studs only may be worn; one in each ear – small, plain gold or silver
• Neither nose studs nor any other form of body piercing is allowed
• Other than studs, earrings or valuable jewellery are not to be worn
• The school does not accept any responsibility for any jewellery
lost or stolen

• Extreme hairstyles (shaven patterns, extremely short etc.) are not acceptable
only natural hair colours permitted.

MAKE–UP
• Make-up is acceptable, providing it is discreet and reasonable
• No nail varnish

Please Note
• Shoes with stiletto heels will not be tolerated in school under any
circumstances as they can cause damage to floors
• Trainers should be worn only outside for Games or PE. They are not allowed
to be worn in the dining room
• Outdoor clothing should not be worn in classrooms or in the Library
• In all cases of school uniform, jewellery, make-up and hair, the school will
determine what is reasonable and what is not

SIXTH FORM DRESS CODE
“HOW YOU PRESENT YOURSELF MAKES A DIFFERENCE”
The way that you dress is important - it reflects the respect that you have
for yourself and the community in which you learn and work. As a Sixth
Form student you should be dressed suitably as if going to a place of
formal work.

We encourage you to be stylish yet “clean, smart and presentable”,
supporting your status as a role model to the younger pupils in the
school. We expect you to be able to make the right choices, however,
the school will use its discretion to decide whether a student’s dress is
appropriate.

Appropriate Dress

Inappropriate Dress:

Acceptable Jewellery

• Students should wear clothing of a modest
nature suitable for a learning environment and
should therefore not be revealing or too short
• Jump suits can be worn provided shoulders are
covered and they are of a modest length
• Knee length shorts are allowed in hot weather
• Maxi dresses are allowed provided shoulders
are covered
• Vest tops may be worn, providing they have a
wide strap
• T-shirts or polo style shirts with non-offensive
logos, slogans or statements are allowed
• Appropriate footwear must be worn - and heels
should be of a reasonable height
• Sixth Formers will be expected to dress in
business attire at different times throughout the
year [e.g. Mass/Leadership Days] to show their
leadership of the school community
• Leggings need to be worn with an appropriate
length top

• Miniskirts or hot pants(including denim hot
pants/playsuits) / short non-tailored shorts
are not allowed as they are inappropriate for a
learning environment
• Clothing displaying offensive logos, slogans or
statements are not acceptable
• Football / Team strips and shirts displaying
specific team insignia are inappropriate
• Bare midriffs are not acceptable
• Tops with thin straps or strapless tops are not
acceptable
• Ripped jeans and tights
• Dyed hair that is not a natural tone is not
acceptable
• No hats, bandanas or caps may be worn inside
buildings

• Jewellery should be of a modest nature
• A modest approach would see simple single
studs in each ear (maximum of two per ear)
• A single small, discrete nose
stud is acceptable should
you wish
• No other visible
facial/body
piercing,
including nose
rings will be
allowed.

UNIFORM DONATION
Please don’t throw away your perfectly
good uniform! We would appreciate
uniform items that are in good condition
and have been freshly laundered. Please
hand in your donations at reception.
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ST THOMAS MORE
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CAT H O L I C S E CO N D A R Y S C H O O L

ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC
SECONDARY SCHOOL
TYNE CRESCENT, BEDFORD MK41 7UL
01234 400222
WWW.ST-THOMASMORE.ORG.UK
@STMBEDFORD
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