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A message from the Head Teacher
In 2005 Liverpool FC won the European Champions League in a final that many describe as epic. As a fan of
Tottenham Hotspur it pains me to admit that it represented an astonishing sporting achievement and a great
moment as it marked that most exciting of all sporting events - a comeback from the very jaws of defeat.

At half time Liverpool were 3 - 0 down, had been totally outplayed and were heading for a heavy defeat.
Fearing the worst many Liverpool fans made for the exit and made their way into the bars and cafés of
downtown Istanbul, the city hosting the final. Many hardy fans did stay in the stadium and went on to enjoy a
dramatic turnaround in fortunes. Liverpool went onto win the match after extra time and penalties and the
fans, quite rightly, were ecstatic.

The conversations in the bars and cafés that night must have
been interesting. The supporters who stayed in the stadium
who were really present at the time of victory had a story to tell
that was so different to all those who watched on from the bars
and cafes having abandoned their club in a moment of despair
at half time. Football fans are great at separating out the
armchair fan from the real fan; the real fan will ride out
challenges and moments of despair with the firm belief that
tomorrow will bring a cause for celebration.

St Thomas More Teaching School is a special place for students to grow. In this edition of More News we
celebrate all those who are really present in the life of the school day in day out. They are the students and
staff who do not sit in an armchair and support from a distance, but throw themselves into every aspect of
school life and I am hugely grateful to each and every one for their commitment. They are the students and
staff who work tirelessly day in day out recognising that tomorrow will bring cause for celebration and will
never ever leave at half time!  What brings me greatest joy is the knowledge that St Thomas More is defined
by students and staff who do just that.

The parallels between ‘staying the course’ through Lent and that final in Istanbul are not lost on me. Lent
presents some huge challenges for those who take it as an opportunity for personal and spiritual reflection.
Our hope, as always, is that the Good News of Easter brings us celebration and a relationship with Our Lord
that is renewed and strengthened.

I wish you all a happy and holy Easter.
Joe Richardson

Headteacher
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Sixth Form Highlights
Since the beginning of term the Sixth Form have been
very busy. January saw the majority of Sixth Form
students sit exams and the results will be released on
the 8th of March.

All tutor groups took part in the second interform
challenge which was a quiz and Gandhi form won. For
the third interform challenge all tutor groups were asked
to make an historical outfit from paper for a male and a
female. Historical periods ranged from the Egyptians to
the future. Kolbe form won this challenge.

UCAS Update
Oxbridge Entry
In November students from Saint Thomas More attended a mock interview at the High School and were interviewed
by experienced teachers and professionals to prepare them for the real thing. We are pleased to say that Sara
Viglione has been offered a place at Murray Edwards in Cambridge to read History.

Medicine Entry
Also in November Ed Neale a doctor at Bedford Hospital held mock interviews with a number of students from Saint
Thomas More applying for Medicine and Veterinary Medicine. We are very pleased to report that Siobhan Coulter has
been offered a place at Newcastle University to study Medicine.

Law Essay Competition
Rosie Richardson in Year 13 entered a competition run by the University of Hertfordshire in October. She was asked
to write an essay on the theme ‘Facebook is a legal minefield and should only be used by those over the age of 21’.
We are delighted to announce that Rosie won the competition which includes a cash prize and a week’s work
experience in a solicitor’s firm in Luton.
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Italian Pizza Restaurant

Traditional, hand rolled pizzas

Intimate dinner for 2 
or large parties

EAT IN OR TAKE AWAY

9-11 Newnham Street
Bedford, 01234 353742

Tanti auguri St. Thomas More
“la migliore scuola”

from the

SANTANIELLO FAMILY

Fully Licensed

More News. . .

A day in the life 
of a site agent

My working day starts at 7am when I unlock the
premises and check that the heating is on and
warming up. I then head back to my office to check
my emails in order to plan jobs for the rest of the day.
At any time I will need to receive deliveries, for
anything from a pallet of paper, to a lorry load of
wood for the Technology Dept!  Staff from all
departments will make email requests for
maintenance work needed (blown bulbs, loose
shelving, broken door handles etc). I will prioritise
my day with regards to the safety of staff and pupils

when needed.
In fact health
and safety is
foremost in my
mind when
implementing
our
Maintenance
Plan and regular
testing of
emergency

systems such as lighting and fire alarms. Recently the
spell of snowy weather has tested our determination
to keep the school open so the Headmaster, myself
and the two other members of my team were out
clearing snow and rock salting from 7am!

Some of the more unusual events during my working
day include removing bags from trees, shoes from
roofs, mending bicycles, repairing shoes, and freeing
bikes from the bike rack after keys or codes are lost
or forgotten!

My responsibilities also include the supervision of
the cleaning team who start their duties at 3.45pm.
If I am on a late shift I will be locking up the school
between 9 and 10pm after the various clubs and
outside organisations have left.

Paul Deverell

STUDENT

VOICE

COUNCIL

Who are we?
Together we aim to
strengthen the sense of
community within our
school by working
together with both
students and staff to give
voice to their concerns.
We want to collect
thoughts, listen to ideas
and give people an
opportunity to express
themselves through us. 

We believe that by doing
this we can maintain the
school’s capacity for
sustained improvement
and better outcomes for
students.

What are 
we working
towards?
Right now, we have
prepared
questionnaires to find
out how you feel about
things in school,
for example the
canteen and recycling
in school. We want to
listen to what you have
to say and to make a
difference in school.
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SPECIAL GUEST VISIT
The St Thomas More Media and Film Studies department had a special guest
visit the school in January. An inspector from the British Board of Film
Classification (BBFC), who this year are celebrating their 100th Anniversary,
came into school to speak to our students about the classification and
regulation of films in Britain as it is a topic covered in both GCSE and A Level
examinations.

The seminar covered the history of British film regulation, the current role of the BBFC and also gave them an
insight into what a job as a film classifier involves.

The students also got to try out classifying some films
themselves. They were shown clips from a variety of films
and television programmes and asked to give it a rating
according to the BBFCs Guidelines. They managed to work
out the correct rating almost every time...perhaps we have
some budding film classifiers in the making! 

This was the second chance some of our students have had
to meet someone from the BBFC as a group of our A Level
students went to visit the BBFC in London last February.

Overall the seminar was an informative and entertaining
experience for the media and film studies students.

The Media and Film Department

Media Studies Trip to Los Angeles
In February 2013 the Media and Film Studies Department are
planning to take 25 students to Los Angeles the home of cinema,
to experience first hand what it is like to work in the industry.
The students will get a chance to tour working studios, have a
work shop with the New York Film Academy to learn the art 
of cinematography and much much more. The trip is open to 
A Level Media and Film Studies students who want to learn 
more about the industries they are studying and are examined
on. If you are interested please see the Media department for a
letter with more information.

We hope to see you there!
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St Thomas More Racing Team Update
Since the last edition of More News the team has been
very busy and the construction of the 2012 car has made
really good progress.

Construction of the 2012 Car
The main part of the STM003 car has now been completed
and not only has it proved to be very strong but it is also
very light. The main drive system and motor has now been
completed by Mr Reed and again a great deal of weight
has been saved compared to the 2011 car drive system.
With the saving of all this weight the 2012 car will be
capable of driving at a higher speed and therefore cover a
great distance during the four hour races. This should
mean that the team stands a very good chance of reaching
the 2012 finals at Goodwood and will hopefully finish in
the top twenty in the country.

Drive Practice and Testing
The team intends to race two cars during the 2012 racing
season so a total of ten drives will be required. Recently 
the driver hopefuls all completed a test drive of the 
2011 car in the Sport’s Hall. All of the drivers proved very
good drivers and the final ten have been selected for the
2012 season.

Team Trailer
With the help of Miss Wilshaw the team gained a £500
award from the council. The team has used this money to
purchase and manufacture a trailer which will enable one
of the cars to be transported to the race events. The trailer,
when completed will be finished in the team car colours.

Sponsorship & Money Raising
The team have worked hard during the winter months to
gain further sponsorship. Once again the team has been
very successful and has gained a further four sponsors who
have donated a useful amount of money to ensure that the
team races during the 2012 season. The team is still looking
for further sponsorship. If anyone is interested in
sponsoring the team then please get in contact with Mr
Prudden or one of the team members.

The team have also been busy organising other ways of
raising money for the team. They completed a successful
cake sale in Febuary and will be very shortly undertaking 
a week of litter picking on the school site to raise further
funds. Staff and Pupils - Please support them as much a
possible!

Greenpower Eastern Region
Ambassador
The team has achieved some impressive results over the last
two years of racing as a result Mr Prudden has been offered
and has accepted the roll of becoming the Ambassador for
Greenpower within the Eastern Region. This roll will involve
him promoting and assisting other schools and youth
organisations who wish to design, build and race electric
powered cars within the Greenpower races. He has already
assisted a number of schools in Bedfordshire in preparation
for the Bedford Grandprix. (Although he is trying hard not to
give away too many secrets!)

The Future
The team have another two months in which to finish the
construction of the 2012 car. The first race of the year will
be held at the Bedford Autodrome at the end of June.
This will be shortly followed by the Regional qualifying
race at Rockingham in July. Fingers crossed for the team
and hopefully they will reach the National Finals at
Goodwood in October.

S FAY BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS • ALTERATIONS 

REFURBISHMENTS • LOFT CONVERSIONS 
KITCHENS FITTED & ALL CARPENTRY WORK UNDERTAKEN

LOCAL COUNCIL APPROVED CONTRACTOR

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

01234 216230 • 07860 895779
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We have just finished with the latest ‘Let’s Get Cooking’
group. We have been cooking our way through a wide
range of dishes inspired by different countries in the
darkest months of the year with great appetite 
and fun!  

So I share with you some reflections from the students
at their last club session:

“I love this club! It’s relaxed, informative and fun and the food ingredients are free!”

“It’s fun, I have learnt new things and it brings everyone
together. I have learnt how to cook lots of dishes from all
over the world. I would recommend this because it’s a new
experience.”

I couldn’t agree more with this comment:“I like Let’s Get
Cooking club because it brings us together as a school
community!”

Sincere thanks to all who have supported this club over the
last 3 years. It has been a wonderful experience for all and
we hope to be able to secure further funding to be able to
continue to inspire, teach, share and  learn together and of
course enjoy the fruits of our labour!

Mrs Vehivilainen

Young Enterprise
As far back as September, together with 11 other 
Sixth Formers, I started ‘MagnumOpus’ a Young
Enterprise company. During the Bedford Christmas
Fayre we made and sold wooden Christmas
decorations. On 19th February 2012, we embarked 
on a journey to Milton Keynes where we sold many
items, including jewellery, to the general public.

Through this scheme, we have managed to obtain many key skills, such as taking decisive actions,
gaining confidence and fundamentally working as a team. We feel that this was a great opportunity to
get real insight into the business world.

Naylah Khan
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Early Entry at A2
Congratulations to all of the early entry
candidates at A2. The department gained
an astonishing 100% A-C Grades. Students
like Cyrus Moghtaddai gained an A grade,
as did Joanna Kay, Sara Viglione and 
Jessica Williams. Cyrus gained 99% in his
New Testamant Exam which was
phenomenal. This has been an exciting year
to teach A level Theology, the collective
brains have kept us all on our toes.

BELONGING at 
St Thomas More School,

a Deeper Sense of
INCLUSION

A Catholic Mystic Simone Weil wrote:

“To be rooted is perhaps the most
important and least recognised need of

the human soul.”

At St Thomas More School the sense of belonging is
at the heart of inclusion. Inclusion though active is
not far reaching enough, it does not always enable
the student to take root in their place of learning
and to positively contribute to the learning climate
and the supportive landscape which is an enduring
feature of this school (OFSTED/Inclusion Mark
2006/2009). At St Thomas More we aim to reflect
the life of Christ who invites full belonging and
fullness of life, thus the reality of a place of safety
and security and the ambition for each student to
thrive in their individual richness is fully embedded.

Features of this belonging are illustrated through
the strength of the initiatives which support full
presence, participation and achievement. The model
of belonging is reflected in the mission of the
school and is embodied in the work of the Emmaus
Centre and all staff. All staff are here to serve the
needs of the children in their care by walking the
pathway with them, often this means a journey to
marginalised places so that students can be
accompanied back to full union with the rest of the
school where they belong and where there is a
place for them. In essence the work of the school is
to create and support belonging so that students
have the confidence to discern where and how 
they want to belong as their journey continues
from this place.
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On this year’s ski trip we stayed in a quiet little town called Fügen. Our hotel was cosy and obviously a popular place for
schools as there were several other schools staying there from other parts of the UK. There was a 6th form college from

the Isle of Wight and a girl’s school from Essex and a
couple of others.

Over the course of the week we skied in two resorts,
Hochfügen and Spieljoch, they were both good
resorts and the conditions were great most of the
time. There was a lot of snow which made the skiing
really easy and fun. It also meant that if you fell over
it wouldn’t hurt as much. We were very lucky and
had snowfall almost all week however on one of the
days, just half an hour after we left the slopes there
was an avalanche on the mountain we had just
skied down.

Over the week we had a number of evening
activities like swimming, shopping and a quiz night.
The swimming pool we went to was a larger version
of our very own Bedford Oasis pool. Fügen had a
nice little selection of shops including clothes and
souvenir shops
which we had the
chance to explore 
if we wished. Our 
6th form boys wrote
the quiz which
turned into a very
entertaining night
for all involved.
There were a
number of different
rounds such as a
sports round, a
music round and a
general knowledge
round which wasn’t
really general
knowledge at all.

St Thomas More Ski Trip 2012: Austria
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Unfortunately one of the girls had an accident on
the first day which sent her to the hospital
overnight with mild concussion and in severe need
of stitches. As a result of this she missed a couple of
days skiing so she could recover from her injuries
but bravely got back out on the mountains towards
the end of the week.

We had fantastic instructors for the whole week
called Joe and Dan. They had brilliant senses of
humour despite the fact that Joe is a part-time
policeman. They both work at the Chill Factory in
Manchester. Our ski representative was a student
from Bath University called Alex, she’s a
snowboarder so she was on the end of many jokes
from sixth form boys. The main one originated from
the obvious rivalry between skiers and
snowboarders.

On this trip we were accompanied by Mr Lovesey and Mrs Dodd who I’m sure we would all like to thank for their efforts and
having to put up with all of us for a week which included the two very long bus journeys. They were almost 24 hours each!

We all had a great time! Look out for information from Miss Chico on the 2013 ski trip! 
Evelyn Doherty
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ACTIVITY HALL & THEATRE SPACE
Large well equipped hall and new theatre are now

available for community hire. 

Please contact school on:

Bedford 400222

English

Raise Your Voice to the Hills!
At St. Thomas More
Upper School, we
believe strongly in the
importance of
speaking and listening
across the curriculum.

We are now regular participants in the major public speaking and
debating competitions run by The English Speaking Union. This year we
were ably represented by Julie Gikami, Alicia Downer and Sam Camino
in the KS4 speaking competition and by Philip Isone and Ayisha Khan
in the second round of the MACE Debating competition. Joanna Kay,
Sarah Cowley and Rafaella Carreon are among the many other talented
members of the strong 6th form team.

Our participation grows stronger and stronger, so why don’t you get
involved? Lift your voice above the crowd.

Raise Your Voice to the Hills!
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Maths

Best ever Intermediate Maths
Challenge Results of the School!!!!!!
In February this year, a group of 20 students in years 10 and 11 took
part in the UK Intermediate Maths Challenge and  I would like to
share with you the success of several of the participants. For the first
time in the history of the school one student has made it through to
the to the next round of the competition called EUROPEAN
‘KANGAROO’ MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE ‘PINK .

For those not familiar, the Intermediate Maths Challenge is targetted
at the top 5% of years 10 and 11 across the country and the top
performers can achieve Bronze, Silver or Gold certificates. They have one hour to answer around 40 questions written to
challenge how well they can apply Mathematics and logical thinking to solve problems. The highest scoring 40% of
candidates receive a certificate - Bronze 21%, Silver 13% and Gold 6%.

This year our Challengers achieved 3 Gold, 3 Silver and 3 Bronze certificates, an improvement over previous years:

The entire school pledges our support and wishes Henry Barnard all the best as he prepares for the next round of the
competition ‘EUROPEAN ‘KANGAROO’ MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE’ on the 15th of March 2012.

Year 13 Mathematics Students at the Open University 
to attending the Christmas Mathematics Lectures on 
the topic ‘Bending the Rules’

This was what Luke Barnard had to say: ‘On the 6th of December, the
A2 maths students went to Milton Keynes to hear a lecture on
Topology. Gareth Williams from the Open University took the lecture.
He told us the differences between geometry and topology. In topology,
shapes (2D or 3D) can be stretched and manipulated unlike those in
geometry. He described this to us through the medium of noughts and

crosses and as the lecture progressed, the simple game became easier to win but far more complicated to play.

We went from playing noughts and crosses on an ordinary grid, to playing on a doughnut.”

FIRSTNAME LASTNAME Best Cert Gold Cert Silver Cert Bronze Cert PK

1 Henry Barnard Yes Yes no No Yes

2 Felix Duxfield No Yes No No No

3 David Alino-Wilcockson No Yes No No No

4 Ben Faulkner No No Yes No No

5 Alfredo Santaniello No No Yes No No

6 Lucy Arpaia No No Yes No No

7 Joshua Price No No No Yes No

8 Helen Popland No No No Yes No

9 Manal Sogiawalla No No No Yes No
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History

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM
On the 23rd February we had the opportunity to go and have a nice look
around the museum. The idea of this was really good as we had a chance to
see what it was like during wars.

At first, we were welcomed by a gigantic canon
which stood in front of the museum. There was
also a bit of a wall that came all the way from
Berlin! 

There was so much to see right from the
beginning! There was something for everyone to
look at, many planes, a few tanks, cars and some
submarines and boats in real size so it was easier
to imagine what it was really like.

Talking of imagining, we were lucky not just to
look at, but enter the trenches. It was dark and
loud. Inside them were figures of soldiers fighting
for both their country as their own lives! I

certainly think that they were really good and effective.

The museum itself was good to look at and not only me but many more
found it both fun and informative.

Karolina Gajosz

War Horse Review By Alistair J Simmonds
War Horse was a very good play. The puppeteers made the puppets look like real horses, and the actors
brought it to life. The seats were very good. I give it 10/10. I would watch it again. Well done!
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Physical Education

CROSS-COUNTRY
5 pupils from our school were selected
to represent North Bedfordshire
District at the County Cross Country
Championships after their performances at the
District event which was held at our school.

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS 
Emily Hearn 7th Junior Girl

Isobel Duxfield 10th Intermediate Girl
Connor Delaney 4th Junior Boy

Daryl Geanga 7th Junior Boy 
Frankie Verdura 5th Senior Boy 

Well done to all
these students who
did themselves and
our school proud at
the county
competition in a
very competitive
field of athletes.

Swimming 
On Thursday the 1st of March 4
pupils from year 9 attended the
Bedfordshire and Luton School
Games, having gained places
through the District Gala.
Competing against schools from across the county they were
up against the best from each area. Once again they did us
proud in gaining 3 Gold, 2 Silver and 2 Bronze Medals
between them. 

Daniel Dunkley - Gold - Backstroke
James Connif - Bronze - Breaststroke 

Theo Dryden - Bronze - Butterfly

The three boys also formed 3/4 of both the Medley and Freestyle
Relay Teams, where they achieved Gold in both events.

Emelia Oganska  - Bronze - Breaststroke
Emelia was a member of the Medley and Freestyle Relay
Teams where she achieved silver in both. 

Well done to all of our swimmers you have done the school
proud. 

Dodgeball
U16 - North Bedfordshire Tournament 
With a young team (all year 10 pupils) at the
competition we were up against it from the start.
However punching above their age the team started
strong by beating Rushmoor and Mark Rutherford.
This confidence from the first two results showed in
their final game against Biddenham, where by beating
them ensured them a place in the final against the
tournament favourites Hastingsbury. The final was a
closely fought game where they were eventually beaten
2-0, coming 2nd in the tournament.The team was:

Sam Rawes (Captain) Shiv Kara

Felix Duxfield George Mallen

Ben Faulkner Violet Nhamo 

Cameron Fleet Jack Wildman

SAINSBURYS ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS 2012
Active Kids is back and with your help we can get even
more PE equipment for our school to keep students active!

Please collect the Active Kids
Vouchers every time you spend
£10 or more in your local
Sainsburys, bring the vouchers
into school and put them in the
collection box in the Library or
give them to a member of the 
PE Department!
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Physical Education

Sports Leaders Final Assessment
On Wednesday 14rd March the 6th Form Sports leaders completed their final assessment helping 
to run the St Greg’s Winter Sports Day. They were involved in refereeing and umpiring different
activities for the Year 5’s right through to the Year 8’s. These included football, rugby, netball,
basketball and cross country.

It was a fantastic day at St Greg’s and the sports leaders fulfilled their duties with great enthusiasm 
and professionalism and added to the enjoyment of the day. They were amazing ambassadors for 
the school.

Well done to all of them who passed the Award!
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